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to SiH RALPH MILBANKE, Babt^ 

'Member, of Parliament for the 
CoONTY OP Durham. 



SIR, 

X" ROM personal respect and attach- 
ment, as well as from a Ibng and perfect 
knowledge of your sentiments with re- 
gard to the subject of these Va-ses and 
Observations, I should, naturally, have 
been led to the gratification of inscribing 
them with your name. — ^Yet, when I 
consider, that you had the happiness to 
second that Motion, which, like the im- 
pression of an oracle, has given the death- 
stroke to the disgraceful and nefarious 
Traffic, 
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"Irraffic, I h^ve the satis&ction to find, 
that propriety, in this instance, is linked 
with estimation j and, that the couvicr 
lions of the understanding have, some- 
times, the felicity of being associated 
with the sensibilities of the h^rt. 

I am, 

SIR, . 

With.: wann sentiments of reelect. 

Your most obedient. 

Humble servant, 



/. F. STANFIELI>. 
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•PREFACE.. 



It May AM bei»ij»o>j>«rto^obs»r«,.tfeat'th3 
Po^m was oiigituilly -i^rtd, eft; aahuitibte 
mite from the author^ towu-ds' ^e ctmtribu* 
tioiu, then colkctiftg, ibr thd ^ui^pofieof «l^t' 
kig the AboUtioti of the Slave-Tr&de. It Wm^ 
howler, thought, that, as BTvjtfieti bf theen^ 
omuties of that Traffic, bis personal evidelu^ 
night be of mote usq tp thsjcatue than could 
be produced by any vpork of imagination ! he; 
therefore, twice attended in that capacity. 

The substance of the '* Observations" was in- 
tended to be attached to the Poem, as a set of 
proo& and exj^anations. But it was decided 
by those who had given their time and talents 
to the subject, that the prose account, substan- 
tiated by an affidavit, should precede the ver- 
ses. When, therefore, at a subsequent period, 
i^Toem was &bout to be published, wanting 
the aid of the explanatory prose, it was thought 
proper by the friends, whose kindness in the 
absence of the author, looked over the publi- 
cation and its corrections, to bring the wort 
down, in some measure to the level of plain^ 
prosaic 
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prosaic comprehension. In the present edi- 
tion, something has been done to bring the 
verses nearer to the first intention. 

It may be right to ''add, that, instead of 
changing the form of the ** Letters" it was 
su^ested as best to leave them in their origin 
nal state, AT a fmt^l picture of tvbatvfos ogee- 
the practice oftb^ Trade. And, in the hope^ 
that this may be the \mt local and temporary 
representation of the horrors of the abomina- 
ble Traific, the writer cannot resist the oppor- 
tunity of saying, .thathe feels more gratiiying 
and solid satis:^ction than he has ever beibre 
expenenced, or, perhaps, thw ever can again 
pccur to; him. 
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ARGUMENT of the FIRST BOOIt. 



Subject and itwoeatio/t.—^Tbe outfit of a Guinea Vbj- 
age. — AUurements Qtid artifices to coUect a crew. — 
Story of RusseU — Parting of Friends. — Outward' 
passage hy Madeira and the Canary Islands.-^^Ty' 
rarmy of the Master, Wr . — jipostropbe to British 
seamen. 
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GUINEA VOYAGE. 



BOOK t-HE FIRST. 

1 HE direful Voyage tp Qujnea'i ?iJtty slwrej - 
And Afiric's wrongs, ind^qant Muse ! depbre. , 
Or \rill the Mu^e t%c opprobipi^ tbeipjc dudaiD--ii 
And start ftbbortent ftcnfi the Unhallowed strain ? 
How b}e$t; the bud whop happier thetilei inspire^ 
Who wakes with )4od^d la^s his melting lyre j 
Whose fipothjpg ton*! by sypipathy impart, 
}oy*s glad einotioas to the ^eling heart ! 
But mine be such 4ceA4 QO(e> as fiercely poift 
The shrinks of apguisb on the niidnight hour t 
Be mine the broken strain, the fearful Kund, 
That wildly win4s the bowleg 4eath-sod^ tpu|i4 • 

Come 
A 
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Come then, celestial Muse I with Sybil-bough, 
Lead thro' the Iwrrors of thpse scenes of woe ; 
Support the fainting weakness that recoils 
At well-known griefs, at long-supported KmIs : 
Extend thine hand where threat'ning gulphs are 

spread; 
Lift thy broad shield where storms, beat roimd the 

head: 
Illume the dreary waste — ^inspire the lay- 
Guide feeble pow'rs along the arduous way : 
Assist to pa?nt the melancholy view, ' 
The dismal, the disgracefid track pursue* 
And with the Ea^e-eye of Truth pervade 
All the dark mazes of tb* inhuman trade. 

Whilst awful pause marks the advancing 01, 
Whose gathering horrors the scar'd feiicy fill, 
Like -i^ricV own Jofflijrfo,— must its rise 
Be view'd, portentous, stoning 5ririf& skies ? 
' Can the full storm, that blackens in its course, 
Irom' BrUisb climes derive its feted source ? ' ' 
From Brittsb climes, alas ! the Demtm springs, ' ^ 
On whose polluted form and horrid wings 
Hangs, of dire Slavery, the collected store, '■ '' ' 
Which, hapless Jifric^ on thy mjur'd shore ' ^ 
Shall, in its fulness of destruction, feU - ', 

Outrapngi desolating, whelming aH ! ' . ■• ■* 
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At length th* unfeeling colleagues close Combine, 
And nudnight council broods the black design ; 
Strikes the fit-st link df the tremend'ous chain, 
Whose motion vibtates thro' the realms of pain. 
Th' insatiate thirst'of av'rice to supply, 
Or HI the pomp of fancy's changing eye ; 
For vice, intemp'rance, pasidon, to provide, " '*^ ' 
To dress up folly, or to pamper pride, 
Th' infemai rr(?^*s plann'd. Now busy card ' 
Furrows etch face, and clamours rend the air. ' '' 
The sounditig anvil shakes the distant main. 
Forging with'pond*roas strokes th' accursfed chain/" 
The' attracdve OutJU claims each bustling hand : 
Conlusion works, imd uproar givS>s eommand'. 

Th' undaunted souls, whose nmnly bosoms dare 
The tempest's fiiry, or the nation's war, • 
Whose unsuspecting hearts no dangers scan, 
Fill the first victims of th' enormous plan. 
Round them, nefarious agents spreacl the wing. 
And o'er unconscious youth their poisons fling. 
PoUutfei dens of infamy they throng. 
With painted vice, to raife the Syren-song ; 
With specious arts subdue th* unwary mind. 
Close their limed web, their feeble victims bind. ' 
Fictitious debts, false oaths, undue arrests, 
Crowd the wrohg*d prison With illegal guests. 

Immured 
Aa 

r, ,-7-rj-,Gt.)t)'^lc 



4 

Immur'd from friendship's aid, unnerv'd hy grief. 

Hopeless of justice — no discks'd relief.——* ■ . 
One only portal opes the gloomy road j 
One aire condition burscs the drear atjode. 
Slavery's dark genius heaves the iron door, 
And, gnnniiig ghastly, points to Guinea's shore** 
Some few, the vduntary woe embrace, , !■, 

Sore from false friends, or undeaerr'd disgrace ; 
Subdu'd by pow'r, by fell ibisfortime worn» . 
Or by the pan^ of hopeless piU^on tprn;, 
Weary of griefs no patience can-endure, - 
ThejfieeJc the X''^ of a mortal cure, . 

Such^ i!uf/£/-->Jo«*d companion, fatthfiil friend .* . 
Such were thy motives, such thy purpos'd end. 
Thy harmless tjurit— geiitlest of thy fcixg}. 
Was ne'er to savage cruelty inclin'd. 
Long might rejoicing 4fi^ ace her sons 
Crowd freedom's plains, beneath thetf nauv^. 

thrones ; . , 

£'re thy meek hand— Jn virtue only brave, 
iHadfi^'d one fetter on the prostrate slave J , . . 

Far other feelings his mild soul .imprest; .■ 

Far other ardours shook bis hopeless breast. 
With purest, passion long, his bosom bea;tj. 
Its rise propitious, uid it? progress 4weet. , 

Returning 
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Returning love diffiu'd ttie Damekss eliar^i, ' ' *- 

And met his l^opMi in virgiR blo^s ffarm. 

In mutual confideace BT^t fondness btest^ 

Kor guilt alarm'd,. nor tear dfrturVd tbb l9«M^ 

Btlt eyes parentsili ftbn'd vitb doobtful liu«. : 

(That, wkh inverted gkss jjwth's prosifcCts viaw.) _' 

Mark'd the soft transports of their chaste delight. 

And peevish envj sicken'4 ^ tbo fight. ' 

With keen infliction giv'n, tlie stem cpiaauuiS 

Cut with relendeis itriAe the tendw band. 

Xbe pious maid, with dutiousi; fiiafAji Stmtt, 

Tore the had lovet fitaei her uembUog bsatt 

S^p&ifiiog, deatiilg-wwith distrKtect vAta*^ . . 

He flew the spot, and ching'd the hear'nlj scene; 

Kqsfa'd Jto the (jgourj ef the 'fjSDt«n p0k, 

To qaeach the-coaflictsof hi^ iervid .sotU : - ; ' 

His fervid gtisfs the fco%en aid-denf.' 

And brave-tb* wint«,of uiar^tie skf j ', 

Thenoe bj the: winds and fieiiper ^dssigqs blom^ 1 

He tries the ardours of the:fl9^if)igS(HiC. 

Seeking with hopeless agtH^ i^ And 

Extremei like ?ho8«i whi*:h/sh0ok bistottiiir'd mindi 

Jaasx cold litifiakf* l(0en .^ight nni fgy sway, , 

To all the scorchings of Lore's burnwf f»y." 

^ o'er tbe glpi^ Hmre tbe ressil fljum. 

In sweili^g gajroents pioudi, ^: g>fcst ti^ ' 
, - Glitt'ring 
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Glitt'ring in ftreamers, deck'd in painted giiile, ^ 
Cor'ring the latent bane with specious smile, 
In shimng*to^iirs, splendidij array'd, • 

Assume tbe hooours c^ an borKst trade^ 
And hide, beneath a prostituted glare, 
Thepdson'd purpose, and the* insidious snare. 

Begml'd, the crew now raise the' associate strain, ' 
And the last drops from pleasure's goblet drain. 
The gloomy master views with looks malign 
Their short-liv'd mirth, and hugs the black desigiK— 
Feeds his dark rancour with the foul alloy- 
How seem the impending fate will damn their Joy. 

So when primeval bliss through Eden stream'd 
And young-ey*d innocence on pleasure beam'd. 
With heedless joy the unsuspecting pair, 
Revell'd in guiltless rapture, vend of care. 
Stung with the sight, the soul-ensnaring fiend. 
Slavery sjirst author, with fell rancour grinnM ; ' ■ 
Fermenting enyy swell'd the villain-thought— 
How soon his kindred mates, with malice fraught, - 
Sta, Pain, aqd Death, would throw tbm shades 

between, 
And blast with horror the deUghtfid scene, 
Change the Ibv'd converse and th* enchanting air. 
To shrieks of woe and boWHngs of despair ! 

Now 
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7 
Kow tost beneath the Tcssel's ample ude, 
Hie -last boat lingers on the breaking tide. 
The bending deck receives the parting crowd ; 
And shades of sorrow ev'ry face o'ercloud ; 
Associates, friends, compress the baming hand j 
In pale dejection weeping maidens stand— 
Fresagefol, eye the liquid, wild abyss, 
And wet with tender tears the trembling kiss ;- 
Sink from the nerveless arm, in lost dismay. 
As the dread ngnal speeds the boat away. 
Three soul^expanding shouts the skies divide ; 
Three wild, responsive cheers re<echo wide— 
The sweet vibrations tremble on the ear, 
The last de%htful sounds they'll ever hear I 
And now the refluent boat evades the sight, 
High-mounting waves the vessels disunite. 
Still the white signal, fading, strains the eyes, 
Still the lorn lover with his hand replies ; 
1111 meldng into air — the object lost— 
And duty sternly calling to his post, 
Twixt him and joy th' eternal curtain's drawn, 
No more of bliss to know returning dawn. 

=,,:,".,■ 

Swift from the breezy north, assisting gales 
Impel the course, and swell the yielding sails. 
Before the sightless breeze the vessel jHies, 
C^mben tlie mountain sea, and braves the skies ; 

Or 
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Or tliund'riag dd^p the depAa t&at f oati bdow^ 
ploughs up the purging tuifle with dftshlog prbWj ■- 
The rattling cprdag? whblB, the sail-yards strain, ■- 
The winding pipe re-echoes o'er the maia : ■ 
Firai in their stations, ply th* obedient crowd, 
Ttim the dir«cting lines, aod strain the ^m^d j- i . - 
Tug at the be«itjg sheets with siaew'd.fbice, ■ .ia 
And ^Te the vast machine its steady coarse. ;' ^; 

Now. all that meets the raialy steaiiUng eytff 
Ii boundless ocean and unmcasur'd sky^, 
Unless perchance, beyond the wat'ry traee, ■ 

Iberia's purple hilla th' horizon grace, ■ - 

Or on the right, with a whole vintage rad, 
Stoim-beat Jfni^ira wares her woody headi *- 

Still o'er the pathless iraste, witfe rapid force. 
Led by th' Micreasing ray, we urge the course. • 
Surrounding dolphins gambol o*er the tid«, 
And deck the blue-green wave with wlrer pride ^ 
Swift fifom the bcautious tyrant, the weak fry 
Forsake the flood, and arid ether tty. 
Spread the moist wing-attempt th* untoward lieigfti!; 
And in short soarings urge their tremWiflg flj^ti ■ 
The breathing porpus cleaves his pond'rons yrajt 
The flouncing skipjacks bound in liquid play ; ' 

Bonitoffii' 
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BDOttpes court the spray on either ^^e, 
And'AIbicores lu shining mazes glide : 
While huge LeTiathsin, jn monarch mood^ 
Spooms, like an island. thPp' the subject flood. 

At length assisted by the boreal breeze, 
And southward urg*d by swift-pursuing seas, 
Close.in our liquid path blue mountains rise. 
Lifting deir misty summits to the skies ; 
The clust'ring isles, (once Fortune's own domain) 
That break the surges, of th' Atlantic mun. 
High on our left, rear'd by volcanic fires. 
Shading all ocean, ^eneriffe aspires ; 
Above the topnuist cloi^, with giant might. 
Heaves bis Prometbean peak to seize the Ught ; 
And thpo* conducting veins, with chemic pow'r, 
Recruits exhausted nature's fiery store. 
Whijle from the. West ambrosial scents e^chale, , 

As Palma shakes her orchards to the gale. 
Up from the rocky beach the clusters nun, 
Aiid. spread their purple ripeness to the sun. 

1h» varied scenes we pass with luckless speed. 
The fleeting beauties rapidly recede. 
For, from die mazy chambers of the sky, 
LoOs'd by. chill Boreas, all the breezes fly'; 
Tram the bii^t pole with fb^e gigantic hurl'd, 
Ui;gtt the iwift passage through the wat'ry world. 

B Uncopcions 
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Unconscious winds', vtby waf) yoor spnding gain? 
Why breath ;f oar influeac^ on the ruffian still ? 
Is it yon easign, waving high in air,. ■ 
With British criiDGdo Ay'd, ^ tbac cktnit your eara ? : 
Alafi ! unconscious winds — yon waving red. 
With Britiib hoBOurs ss pEo&delj ^nsad. 
Is not the h^Uow'd standard, 'whoie lugh flnuft ' - 
I^ads A&ion'i tons to decda of proud acclaim ;' > 
Is Dot the Sag, whh whose protec^ag swaj^ . 
Cotnitieroe exulting sweept the wat'ry wa^. 
Beneath that specious b^hnbr, the dark pov'c . 
Of savage .rigour ri|iens ev'ry 'hour : . " 
The bloating poisoa sweQs the feehle bouhd, ' 
And bui'BCing throwi the rankled .vaaamraund. 

NoW' nithlufis Tyranay ttiuu^ant nighst -' '- 
Of Hope's sweet ghjw ho «o0tti&)g tay rem^gi. ■ 
Far from Fair Freedom's blissfUt tegifiiM dirowiiv 
The abject suS^rets heave ch' 'unhesded gciwi. • ' '- 
At ev'iy Eftovemefltiofih' imperioas bte») '■ ■ • 
Beneath irude handa, thehapkst fvr«chtt1»n*.' 
Sliould the keen glance mark indignation's eyo». 
Struck to the "deck; theprostcatcThaibailit: ' :'. 
Or to the shrouii ingloriously bound, .'. - , : i' 
They feel tho hisi in many a amarting tronnd. ,■: ' ' 
Nor dares r'QsentroeliiL Uft'tb'.avengin^'fiandi-M' 
With sinking ^arits;, aadiafinme i^li^Uuih^^Mr ..* . 
■ : : ■ ■■■. ^l- '"'''■' t^ 
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For, now (the meai in stinted boon supply'd. 
And cheering ])ev'rafi.e purposely dcoy'd.) . . . 
The vital current flags — the sinews faint, ' fplainl : 
Th' exhausted voice scarce breathes the weak com- 
A torpid languor seizes ev'ry vein, 
And the soul sinks beneath th' oppressive chain. 

Ye sons of Britain, who, in dangers brave, 
Pare aU the tumults of th' uncertain wave j. 
Whose dauntless minds aUke with ardoui* gtow. 
To waft fair commerce, or to meet the foe' ; 
O shun the fatal coufse^—Whose sordid trac6 ~ 
Iieads not td glory ; but with foul disgraee 
Stains the bright honours of a natlon^s feme, 
AAd sallies all tht spteitdours 6f her name ! ' 
O view WithheedfUl glance ihci dism^ scene. 
Reflected &tthiui from remembrance teeA-:^ 
Behold the ftrvoiir of the torrid ray 
Fiercely constime each attite pow'r away. 
fhSf leficy^spirit, whkh in fteEdora*s cootse 
Urj^^d its bold ^fVy Wi^K ifid^peAdent foreer 
Simcfc by th' eftfeeblifig eHrae, and fieircer sway 
Of tyrftnt poWef, sinks in fatnt dismay'^^ 
^9 first, devoted victim^ awfid falls. 
As ottWag'd NfttiMc oft stem veftgeance eallte 

END OF THE FIRST BOOK. 

B 2 ARGUMENT 
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ARGUMENT of the SECOND BOOK. 



Tbe Gaardian Genms of JJrica caHs a councUJf the 
other presiding pwers— Ascribes to tbem the im~ 
series occasioned by European visitors — and proposes 
to each of tbem, in bis department, to rouze the dif~ 

ferertt demons of the climate, and -arm tbem to punish 
the invaders on board the approacbing vessel. — TCbe 
morbific plagues crowd to. the vindictive standard, 
and, taking Death jor tbeir leader, stand embattled 
on the shofe.-^Tbe vessel arrives and ancbors,-rr^^~ 
five agents are oBured, andgo out on the business of 
the vyage, — Saaes are brought down to the vessel — 
are exananed—^urcbased-^ut on board — and con- 

fmed below^—I)emb, at the head of bis legions, be* 
holds the scene. — Dispatches Cruelty from the raahjt 
to take possession of the •master's heart. — Effficts 'if 
ibis union on the crew — The whole pest^era^ i<^3t; 
advance to the attack. — Progress if the sickness 
among the crew. — Death of Russel.—Tbe cqatA- ■ 
glon spreads. — Disbomurs of the dead. — Address, 
to the British senate^ 
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GUINEA VOYAGE, 



Boot. THE SECOND. 

£llGH, *rhere primevial forests shade the hod. 
From the green turf, rcar'd by no mortal hand, 
A sacred station lifts its fragrant seat 
O'er the load stream, that murmurs at its feet^ 
Of Niger, rushiiig thro* the fertile plains, 
Sweird'by the cataracts of tropic rains, 
Long 'ere sureharg'd his turgid flood diiddes, 
iK'burst on ocean in three thuad'ring tides. 

Tliither high-seated in an iv'ry car. 
Glittering -with gold in many a shining star. 
By alligators drawn in dread array, 
AjrW% sad Genius bends her awful way. 

The 
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The spicy breezes throw their sweets around ; 
With pealing strains the high-arch'd woods resound: 
The glowing nymphs surround the radiant pow'r, 
And duteous lead her to the regal bow'r. 
High, over head the airy cocoa bends, 
^e vjctor palm a virid shade extends, 
Suri-eandHig limes their ^freshness thro^ brtwe^n ' 
And swarthy plantains gild the glowing scene. 

Amidst the ^deodours, that ^nw&d her shone, 
Th' indignant Pow'r ascends the sylvan throne > 
Th' Hesperian sun, from the descent of day, 
Beams onher froot settix* i l^gl44 ray,. 
About her sandal'd feet — a sapient' band, 
Th^^iTftT-'gods, in awful council stand : 
Immingled-gold amidst their ozierfr gleaios, . 
Each pond'rous urn with studded lustre beams. 
Presiding Dryads quit tbo^- sulgect woods ; 
Directing Naiads leave their siivex floods, 
Every bright guardian of th' extended cUhu!, 
Graces the -solenui court wjdi port st^jlJiDe. - . > 

Round the august Divan, a mournful look :".' 
Bent the sad Queeii-'-and brooding sUencebcaie; 
Ire mix'd with grief ctmvolv'd bet labouring bnaa^ 
While she the anxious Peers wJtM gpo^e addFCse'd^ 

' : : Ye 
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Yc vaHcms vaias of th* eztonded shorea, * : ' 
Where bountenu£ ^f his hnghnst radiance pmfi i 
On whose upe valea the fat'tung deluge Sows," ' > ~ 
Luxuriance sits, eternal Biammer gtoWs; - - '■ 

Say, can yc longer brook the taxagthaai. 
That spreads dt:itntaioa o'er the wwted knd ^ 
Can ye resis^ss see the ruthless chain 
Still spread Itt honors o'er tb' unpeopled plain ? 
Look OTcr yonder main tifat sh^es the shm^s, ' 
WJtere yon GrecH-pfWiKta&ry't tumrtut Soars, 
The. tawny sail oar surging bulwark braresi 
Wafted by cruel 'winds, and treaeberous wftves ; 
Europe's pa^c ions direct the barb'tous prow, ' 

Fraught with dire ttotfa and Instruments of woe. 
The tamted f|d:gibt, with fidse luxurious glares - *' 
Of daiig'iQOs hue^ the splendid bait- prepares ; ■ '• 
Beneath the semblance of whose dazzling store 
Lurks ths-diR barb, that taints and thins our sbi^e. 

Say/ab^di^'iy«mts Wfth inhuman aim - 
Oue hapltsi 9om itbd weeping daughters claim f 
SlUdi w's-^^bltftd !^3till Aid the ruffian band, - 
That stainS'^Br-coaati aodbsres ttiir wtetcKcd Jafld-? 
Our realms, alas ! abandon*d to despair, 
Stf^iqelyi DBtK' th« Alarish-ihuekles wear': ' ^ 
Surges iiL ^^ defieod the buttitng strand ;.'--'' 
fci'vain impervious forests feiice the land. 

Our 
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Our native nidnsters treach'rous tameness sfaeir,' 
'forgfit theic fury, and admit the foe ; 
Our rebel crocodiles their fierceness lose. 
Shrouding their treason in the gelid ooze ; 
Our stingJess serpents twine in gentle play, 
And harmless tygers crop the flow'17 spray ^ 
The recreant lion smooths his savage eye, 
WhUe the dire spoUer stalks unheeded by. 
Fly to your sep'rate realms, ye chiefs of worth. 
And call the vengeful pow'rs of .^^fr«r forth ; 
Summon Disease, with all her ghastly brood. 
To greet these traffickers in human blood. 
Call forth the terrors of the fervid skies ; 
Bid misty demons fiom your marshes rise ; 
With congregated horrors crowd die plain— 
And drive these pallid robbers o'er the main ! 

. Ar awful murmur instantly transpires — 
Th' applause, that wisdom gives, when genius fires ; 
Not the vain shout the shallow rabble draws. 
But conscious judgment's well-approving pat^. 
Nor ^ith weak praise thpy greet the scepter'd &ir> 
But speed to execute th* important care. f 

Now thro' the dusky ,ait they range their fi^l^ 
Veil'd by the cov'ong of the baleful n^ht. 

To 
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To thousahd'Tfealiiis the charge Vindictivfe Aiisi ' > 
In thousand reahns tbs summon'd furits rise ( 
From tlu daHc ttmts of pain thej dreadM atiB-* , 
In fell array the hiflooitt legibfts iWarm j 
Presageful, dire, the grini battalions spread, 
And watt* tte bnedliig night in purppie dread. 

Red frdnt tlw foffgj rtut ifee sun ascends, 
Afd'^iams new obttot oh th* envenom'd fiends : 
R«<Md their ghaiint leivlen thtong th' unsightly 

.hon; 

Rear ihft bhRk «igh« dnd fin th* diotted Joat* 

In bean)' ralumm trbopi litiarfit tound, 

Flap thtit ||U|^ basnerB, thrs^ their o^tes round.; 

FitMe <i'«t tke fi«ld cofiStlftuit t^uadroiu bendi 

And tbi^ jfirwr/ thtb* the regions send. 

While fiinn inoiaC tbudi, Inoodug o'er desarti 

hart* 
Where Zaminfs litilgnail bk« pollutes the air. 
Press frigid a^^ei in th' alternate row. 
And gtwdieit ahili rario(y K woe, 

»l*«tie«— at audtitttde tha Crowds the faM, 
ITlat pointatkespttr, and lifts the Gordon ihieU, 
Brea£»fi<)nl tke iliiQjr nianfa and swampy plaina. 
Where proud jftWi ia er^ iulwaik reigns, 

' C Call'd 
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Gall'd by the zenith san, the pirtrifl bahd - '; tT 
Spreads its corrosive ptasons o'er the land : 
Myriads of sprites their gather'd venoms throw^ 
And acrid arrows Qiy from ev'ry "bow^ 

Rang'd in broad horror, with extended line, 
■In dread battallia the grim spectres shitie, 
Unnumber'd, gory standards wave around, '- 
And shrieks and groans' (their native music) sound. 
But liow, a 'dreadful -pausei-rspread wide and far- 
Throws more than terror o'er the bakful val:. 
Such dreadful paitse'afaall frighted Nature fecil, 
?Ere the last trump'resounds th' eternal peal. 
For full in front— in shadowy greatness reai'd 
Their ghastly leader, Night-born Death appear'd ! - 
They rend the wounded air with ^outs abhoirM > ■ 
"theix ruthless tnonarcb' gives th' horrific word ; 
MarsbalSf elate, the rav'ning squadrons o'er, 
.And leads his Furies to the fated shore. 

And now the Bark, advancing o'er the maio, - ' 
Drags her disastrous store of guilt and paiii- ' 
Approaches, Vaneful, spreads her dazzling snares, 
Her glaring instruments of Woe prepares, '- - 

To catch, malign, wUh many a practic'd wil^" ; 
And all the mazes of dehiaidn's £uilef ' .'- ■ 

The 
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JTw-unpIous riatiTe/whom Garraptwn*ahaQd 
Has led' to desolate tils injar'd land. 

Wide o'er the soil dire agents wing their way 
Insatiate prowl for the devoted prey. 
Unfeeling Avarice deals the galling wound. 
Destructive hurla the flaming brand around. , 
See — his fell torches ^read devouring Bres I . 
The peaceful village in the hlaze expires, 
fiiwdt in.tbe tcr^rs^of their "burning rage; ■.;..' 
Lie helpless infamy and feeble age: 
And v^^ur-^fiying the consuming ray, 
Scapes-p-to more poignant ills the wretched prey, 
To dtag, in tears, and cfaaios his lingering day. 



;l 



The harmless cultivator of the soil, ' ' 

Returning- from the task of pleasng toil, 
Tom £rqm the sjielter of .his kindred grdonds, ' 
Is dragg'd to bonds, to 8tripes,>and smarting' wounds. 
;Meaiiwhile his anxTous wife, with eager eye, . 
I.«>ks on^iie homeward path, and evening sky. 
Children, bereft, the nightly boon require, 
And.anxious call their slow-retomiog sire. 
Ne'er shsdil returning sire his children bless- 
Ne'er ^1^ the weeping wife her husband press- 
Destruction bursting ev'ry tender band, 
iSweeps, like a deluge, thro' the hapless land ! 
- ■ , . Ca Slow 
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SloTC ito the s&Dies dotc march, ttie fetter'4 crowd* 
Tugging huge chaiiia, . or ^ent beneath the. load. 
Torn from all kindred ties dismay'd they stand, 
While prying cnieltji'i intuhiog baod, ...'.-. 
Minutely vigilant, with batchei sfcillr. 
Turns the e^anin'd wretch at suTUge wfll^ .... - 
And (eyfry limh and (jv'ry.JMnt suCTeyi'dJ ■■■'.'i'. 

Completes l^p piaetiee of th« hrutal trader - ■ : 

Now the. 8B^ pBTchaK.^H<g^rtaB^ -njy -ptfu'lfc 

rpfuse, ■. . ■ - 

f ho' truth iU^mifleaJ and tho* fit9«;«}teiaw|e.- - 

N^tartt recdJs, andinlKT<(lcpth%pirofbuild, -^ 

l^ecejivts^ h$sr&-sti3u:k, fihc pitrai^al mauqi^ ! ' -' 

As the wan traders pay tbe price of bhod. 

O'er the black.p^§^(«f f gaithealDg' leaajtasi'baxjd : 

The guardi^ f ^bU Im^ iwith hetaor iow^ai, ... . 

And c]b^£t ^^ 4c^ ^ p]?9» tOijp^l^a.gnBir.. 

S'qn ^ b!^h^ ang«^,, ta eiB-^i tiie doeeb . 

Sent by tb^c^'d. Jmiii^,r;'rrfdaf»iAt. the JnTectediheadi; 

And« a;^ the laost^l. <m^9i bia. ftngem tracct . . . . .^^ > . 

Veils, wilfetesftjwy y^U hi* aiffson'd AceL 

The gloeeijy ftbipi, io saWe t<;r i or ^s6 
B-£.<;siveiGi iihe: bxtr^iefi.oT .^9 woetched gM«t-; - 

Tom ashisbpfiftW jft, aeaiwoo^-glows' ,- 

A§P«;^T%stfflft¥luBe'3ttQntiqagiow8i - 
. L. , Wonder, 
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WoTidlBf, oonndfaLM wilth angi&^ sfaalnqs iils:&iitte, 
Atthc^fltnnge ugfathltbiiguagecaiipoiimiie: 
Ropec,- taclelfd, apera ajui paadeicus ahginu Kctt .' 
As raiikiil3:J0SUaineffts^ pccpBf'd &t him ; 
And, as his 4wn ncnr haivois Sam l^.aivaic, - 
His manl^.hounr liaksRt 6hf anc^naih fale, :' 
The yawning deck now opes the dreary cell ; 
Hot mj|j!esh»j» i/i atw«' a,(iftwl aawlL 
Loaded jeidi ii)i«(i)s. a« kl«lb ll>« Inpjeis tbie; : '. 
Plrag'd in jbt. (MwenolC tbjii floaijiig; axe, . 
With horroi: se«r tto kM<d> «nt) cIhk Ui. aghti- . 
Hb last hogo )«»«» IlilB witi tie portine '»s'» • 

Now,finM theowhattlrrl pe^ that.ci6uif Ihttshort, 
And hojwuQg-jaBiC .thB-.fi])c,. anogins fenu^ 
Their icy Leader calls a blood-nurs'd fiend — 
Hell n«1)t»a ^tm fnnt Im irankbaieaad,!' T 
Ferch'd pMitMck to kdd hn nttUass stand ;. 
A Scorpio^ flWiVfft WJir'<b in Ifk vith*!^ I^iai i 
Snaky hiS'j9e|c!-~lM <3f<extrii)l-caVd in fasEl ; 

Hinjibt Utt: Mfog nait the nngiifiil Ki«^ 
Fr««i)n»eiMf|d^.lritiiiMDyayo>aiifii6fing; 
For, A^rf, ere Death the slacken'd heart-string tears,. 
StiV wmaeiiCittfidl^i'tkt vdnqdpieparas: ' 

■ ... , With 
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Widi fiiggj. wing tV infected air''he-WOuoi&, 
'Till hovering o'er the Tesel's mutky bonndsr . 
The master* s kindred fon^'he cowling sptcfi-^ 
Swift through the sanguin'd eye rapacious hies 
To the congenial mansion riuhei pcone, : 
And on the willing heart erects his throne.. 

Then Tyranny inflani'd stalks uncontrord, ''- 
And raging Fpries their sharp stores unfold. 
T alM ox Wick— i}a& free vxfmef'd\saxA, * - 
Fall un^istinguish'd t}y the ruffian hand; 
Nor Cage's awe, nor sex's softness cluinn ;. - ' - 
Nor law, nor feeling, wrest the -blood-steep'd arm, 
.While, skillM in eT-17 tprtiiie that cui rend, 
O'er gapping heaps emits the raT'niiig&:nd. 

Mark, how in hellish wantsnness,' lu calls 
YoQ trembling innoceutT— the dght appals ! - •■- - 
The, weeping sacrifice, with nerviess pace, 
Obeys the.mandate~-while his infant face - .- ' 
The butcher seizing, with infernal hold, <■ - '-' 

Fastens his gripe in lacerating fold ; 
In hi^ torn mouth the wounded passage finAi; < - 
^Lnd thro* the mangled cheeks his fingers; mtM ! ' 

Convolved in pangs, that rev'r^nd form survej* ■-' 
iJBeneatb his country's wars and commerce gre^, 
. t:^' V. ' Now 



etibyGoD^lc 



*3 

Now writhes liia..toitur*d frame I The scourges pjy*** 
And from the lash the qiuT'ring morsels fly. 
InventioQ next,, from her exhaustiess stores, - 
O'er th^ bare boiies the vcuom'd lotion pourt) .,;' • 
Whose acrid salts in searching conflict dart, 
With pung;ent anguish barbing ev'ryi.smart : 
The tortur'd fibres their last feeling straiti. 
And life just vibrates on the strings of pain ! ' ' 
Nor this -the close : between his toothless Jaws - 
The furious monster the thwart iron draw»^- 
The poor relief to wail his fate deny'd, 
And the hot gore sent down in choaking tide, 
tJmiatuially retuin'd with horrid force, 
Sire meal ! again to throb its wasted course ! 

But while new tortures raise the piercing cry, 
And wound with dreadful sight the wearied eye, 
Th* avenging hour arrives — in dreadful din 
The troops of wan Disease their march begin. 
With fervvl eye they trace the £ital road 
Their ageut Cruei^thfiA. mark'd with blood. 

Nov.droops the head in f»nt dejection hung, 
No!W raging tliiist enflamet the dry.parch*d tongue^ . 
In yellow films the rayless eye is set, 
With chilling- dews the loaded brow is wet ; 

fierce- 
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The acrid f enWM tu»h WitlLttftrtil rtrfflh 
Their poisons tJwo* th* kiWstinettiates b&lry 
The viieouslrftiftgs frstfft theil' eljMihels ti^J ■ ' 
Pour with c p i ro dm g dtluge thto' the flame, 
And wbdm tSe*it»1aln the Itquid Banve. 

Th' infcctedl ah-, iip6n (ret loS^cd 'ffings. 
Thro' the warm liMp the green contagion htisigi'. 
Strew'd o'er the flhhy detk, ihe fcwM lie, 
And for <iool Mbistute raise the itxHe ciy 5 
The pitying ttiessmate blings the cfewitlg dwmghf/ 
And, in the pioos act, the Tenotti'd^mft, 
Repays the chatity -with bart mgtate. 
And whelms the soother in the kindred fate. 

Th«e wrgty sttfis m feeamless gtief arosre, 
And glimmer'd, Ssjsil^ 6ft thy tnortalwoeit? 
The foorth beheld th' eternal angel ftigfc. 
As Friendship, spwrfiless, watchM thy fedittg «yi*. 
While throbs conytdsh^ thy straio'd vifals wrung; * 
One only murmur trembl'd on thy tonguci 
One wv'teigtt twieftt ract'd thy pardrig ftaihfr-J ' 
Hie rending^ SMniis that fotm^ Afo^s haaie I 
Th' expiring spark still gliftiBftf'd hi hiJ eye 
As her IotM n»ne titt-AVd in the deadly sigb? 

But 
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bqt the strong foe, with adamantine harni 
iircw round his faultering voice a triple band. 
Speechless— ^nd pale— ^life faintly beat his breast j 
Till the sad sun beheld the purple west ; 
Still on bis palHd face— ^^oft kindoess strove, 
His' lingering looks on Friendship dwelt and Lovej 
And as his last pulse beat with quivermg chillj 
His trembling eT^-ballti — lookd Maria stillf 

Nor doei tlje flamiiig sword of vengeance sheathj 
The* thelast pang be pud to victor Death. 
O'er the fall,'n reliques new dishonours brood ; 
Unhol;- fury rends the sacred shroud ; 
Jf to die sfea coQsign'd— ^the hallow'd coxse 
The btiny monsters seize with savage force. 
If to the fresh'ning flood the lifeless clay; 
Rank al|igators seize the quiV'ring prey. ' 
Or when,'niore-favout'd, on the burning land 
"The kindred dust is misTd with solemn hand, 
^erce frqm his nightly watch and native wood; 
Lur*d by the ^tant ac^nt of morbid bloody 
The tiger tushes by foul carnage led( 
From t^ fre^h tomb tears up the reeking dead; 
'Devours the mangled limbs — chums the chill gore, 
The last avenger of th' instilted shore ! 

■• ^ t like 
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Like the vrM screaming 6f the midn^ht VUstf ' 
'Midst the torn cordage of the shattered maet. 
With notes that pierce th' unwhobome w^da' 

through, 
The shrill-blown pip© eonvenet the dfooiM^ cmpw,' 
The wretched crew theW o'«Fcharg*d boioint smiM/ 
And*ri»e to jt^ the Hielaiichol^ me. 
With painful stept the bunnng d«ck they crnrd^ . 
Or pensive hang upon the slacken'd shroud ; 
Speechkss fhcy tfiSFk'tbe foul pfcsageful wave. 
That, £vj/^— parting, t^tthy Suid grav»! 
The jutting batch, ik A\iAt bier, i« Ijud, 
The pitchy pall throw* a funtreal shads, 
His honoiff*d corse m atvful fpnQ dwpoi^ 
Decent bis cky-csH &nbs^— Ms ejfr-Hds doft^d ; 
The longJaV'd fingkt once Mmria giae'd. 
Upon his breast by YxAy Friend^ip phiCd ; 
The inking iron altmg with (tuteous pnins^ 
In sfaroiided canvass wrapt bi» cold rfnnams-*- 
A rav'rcnt siknce the ead proipcct 'Aswa ; 
The sacr«d litivgy, viih Mteaa poute,' ; 

Swells the sad bihhi^ at whew wwerttd docRBf ' \'c, ' 
Flung'd in th^abf»it'h& finds the tiqpld kd»bt > 1 

Aw'd by the xene— in inelMcho^ mood 
And dumb deapwr, they view the closing flood ; 

Tfie^ 
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Th* smooth Impfcslion th^ deiecte4 eye— . . 
For, yet, soft feeling prompts th« pitying sigU* 
As yet, the tfifider t«u of «orrQW 's shod j 
As yet some languid hoooore graco th« dead. 
But BQan, in selfish agooynnnoard, 
Cas'd hy. hud woe, by fiery wfiefing tttet'd, 
Reckless, they'll Ustvn to the scnwning smart,. ^ 
The stTaining- groan that i-ends . tb' assoottt* hetitt 
Soon, shroudless bodies, in unseemly sort, 
Thrown, Sequent, through the blood-polluted port, 
Will whiten ocean—and, unbuiiedt thieat , 
The pale survivors with a kmdred fate ! 

O ye, whose patriot wisdom still pervades, 
A nation's councils, and her vigour aids, 
Whose ceaseless vigilance— whose guardian skill 
(Earnest to fence from the encroaching ill) 
Marks where decay the time-form'd fabric bends ; 
Props the huge ruin ; the rent work defends : 
Against misrule, corruption, wrong, provides ; 
Bulwarks from evil, from disorder guides—— 
Say, can ye turn from the impressive scene— 
From Sfitaifif bleeding in her dearest veia ? 
Can ye with negligence the ruin pass ? 
Or through pale interest's distorting glass 
See the false statement, unieprov'd, enforce. 
That amatol murder is the jeaman't nurse ! 

Da • O 
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O tear the specious veil, which AvEuice throws 
before the foul deformity of woes, 
llie congregated ills, the wasteful toil, 
That bares our fleets, and widows half the isle. 
Break the dire system, whose audacious boast. 
Would lift Destruction to the hallow'd.post 
Of iujur'd Commerce ; and, widi blushless aim, 
Usurp the honours of her sacred naqie, 



END OF THE SECOND BOOK. 



■,Goot^lc 



ARGUMENT or the THIRD BOC^. 



Benevolent exmnple of the fakers proposed. — ^Tbe 
MidiUe Passage commences. — Nigbt view of the 
slaves below, — Moriw^ scene, wb^ brought upon 
deck. — Time f>rmessii^ arrives. -r-Some refitse su~ 
stenttncCt andperisb. — Story of Ahyeda.—Cbild-birib 
on the passage. -^Address to the British ladies.— 
iT&ff slaves arrive in the colonies — are sold by scrant' 
ble — are separated, from their connexions, and land- 
ed.— Address to Divine justice — effitrts of mercy. — 
Mr. Fox. -^—Abolition of the slave trade anticipated—' 
prophetic view ofAftka t^er the aboUtion. 
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GUINEA VOYAGE. 



BOOK THE THIRD* 

£t£ST-— ever bint, mnain the gvatls baad I 
Whose peace&l «pims ood whose Chnstian baaS, 
£ave Jpos'd the ietten of the captive act, 
And bade lair freedom seize oppression's {dace.- 
Jriemis be their weU-eata'd name, emphatic given. 
Friends to mauliiiidj and^delegates of heaVo \ 
No frantic wars disgrace their mild abodes ; 
Not rigoLir bends, not selfih gmle corrodes ; 
Nor impious oath their pure affirmance stains ; - - 
'peace lights their gentle path, and wisdom re^ns. 
Freedom, simplicitj, religion's rays, 
Combin'd, restore A$tritd& golden days. 
O would mankind the bright example view^ 
^ess the smooth track, the godlike aim punue ! 

Would 



-,.r7=;J-,GOOt^le 



Would ther conjein'd the virtuout purpose iait 
Soon the bbck THaU of th* oi^>robEious tnUk 
Would fiul ; toon cease the bbod-disfigurM ttxast 
The captiYe'a woe, the victim's trembling vaup. 
And all the ills (a lamentable train) 
Ttet now donaod tb« rwovated adaio. 

The hateful purchase made— '^ompretnTfi itow'dr 
The floating d^Bgecn wkh th' unnatural load 
Is cramm'd profaOe : jmrneryd in deadly ^oon. 
The ahacIrVd sufferers wait th* ambigious doom, 
TOl the bath* glutted with the puichas'd gucy - 
Hoista the fuU sail, and quka the waited shor«< 

Now foH9 the scanty crew the goblins dJ«f 
Avert awhile the dart : the fiends r^uire 
A fuller carnage. On the bapl^s train, 
T avenge whow wroags they left the burning plaiiv 
They turn insatiate ; iwd jvith lecreaat rag«v 
On the cban'd su&vcrt mrs atrocious wagcw 

Soqnas wfibrageovs night on raves^winga 
C^jl^ lad freight her dewy opiates flings 
Pack'd in dose miacxy, the reeking crowd, 
Swelteru^ in cbnoa, pollute t^e hot abode. 
In painful roWs with studious arf comprest, i 

Sfttobiog they lie, and breathe the humid pest: 

Moisten'd 
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Moistbn'd with gorf, on the hard platfonti 'groiui^; 
The bare-rub'd joint soon bursts the paUiful bound j 
Sinks in th* obdurate plank with racking force. 
And ploughs — dire task, its agoniiing course ! 
Kor can they turn to an exchange of pains, 
Frestin their iiarrow cribs, and wheloi'd with chains, 
Th' afflictive posture all relief denies, 
3R.ecruiting sleep the squalid mansioQ flics, 
One long sad groan the feeble throng unite; 
One stnun of anguish wastes the dismal nights 

With broad'ning.disk, and slow iucneasilig rayj 
tJp from old ocean climbs .the orb of day. 
Then the drear hatchway morning hands disclose, 
And p6lnt the si#srers to a change of woes. 

Soon as the gorged cell of dim disease 
Opes the sick pass^e to a quicker breeze,- 
From the mhk inaw, hefched up in nlorbid streatri^ 
The het mist thickens in the stde-long beam ; ■ -' 
When from the noisome cave, the drooping crowd,- 
In fettei'd pairs, break through the misty cloii^^jn ,-, 
With ke«n despair they eye the morning's glbw^i. • ' 
And curse the added day that jswells th&ir wob. ■ 
Wet with foul damps, behold, the sad array 
Disclose their misery to t^' unpitying- day^ - 

What 
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Whm (itq» dejection presses yonder (aci ? 
Griefs dttsby slfede, &ad stidReSttctioa'a trattt •.■: 
His fellow-'-aee-^froiri Mrbs-df blood-sbot irii^ 
On his pale tyiantadkrt th* Indi^iatit &e ! 

Sttiving mtk feable BxiH tb |^eS5 the ^rat^ > 
Y(td nriigglihg soff'rdr heaves a pond'roui weighti . 
Stripes frbm the sounding lash, fierce draipnj iucceed^ 
To grrs flic Mating treaiblef hapless speid.* ' 
Alas ! ti)a: moDAlng Iteh appTies in vain y 
For close united by the fcst'riiiig chain, 
His dead oOtapaium up tCj* utt^cnrard height'^ 
(Struck byi^ jitadA mmisiers of nigbt^ 
The living victim tugs with painful throes ; 
Himself^ leas hkat, rtlserr'd&it 'kebact ifixsi 

Now hot Maok cbodsr in iprCadiflg volumes rise : 
Now culinwy xtptoat afaaites the skiek 
Spread tfareai^ the vdnoaa'dsliit)^ wiehfbuttlUig^^ceT^ 
A joylesi nnad the sorly ttates prepatd. 
Marshaled drfAnul th* iknwish'd-for me^ they liey. 
And the ^nAge nttUihRmes di8c6D%'*kte eyk. 
SdMlb'lt^ik dejebtioo, Mifi« the: viat^ spnev 
Some with.kMn ecftm fsjicft tto pro&fd faxe^ 
Keep the superior pride, that nerves the brave, '■ 
Not, fr^^bonr, tniertlh^ptmkm'of s^stAricv 

.. : . K. ThtfD 
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Then flies'^the scourge,- sparing nor ses'nor age, 
Scripe fc^ows stripe, in boundless, brutal lage. 
Then the vile engines in the hateful cause 
Are plied relentless ; in th« straining Jaws 
The wrenching instruments with barbarous force 
Give the detested food th* unwilling coinsc. .'-, 
But vain are torments ; fenced by dflMtUttte 

bounds 
Beyond the reach of -chains, of racks, <^' waundi, 
'Midst adamantine bidwarks thron'd seieoe, ' . 
Immortal Freedom holds superior reign ; > 
Smiles from the hdghts of hisvtenul tower 
On tyrant's malice, and oppresnon's poVfT. ' 

In the thick f^oom of yonder peDUve^iade- 
la lost Abyed{^& wretched form dis[^y*d, 
j^fiJa, ohcc^ ainoBg the vocal throng, 
The theme «id mistress of each rural loDg : 
Once the blithe leader of each iestive scene. 
That woke the music of the joyous gceen. 
Nevjcr did such a nymph her brightness- btre ■ 
Within . Formosa*^- deep, translucent: wmve,.: ; iJa 
O'er her smooth form grace threw her wartD8.'UlW. 
And beauty wandered in the^ rich design. . -;-. 

Unrivall'd loiig had liv'd the happy maid ; 
And many a hero had her love essay'd. 

B\it. 
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But jouthful ^am'm was the virgin's pride ; 
Her friend, ^otector, and her Ikithful guide. 
Fast by her side he kept his guardiaa way. 
Lest trecherousi^'&ttef should seize thetempting prey*, 
Thfc liesboHng cocoas irom. their hmght he bore, 

'^"'—"Tt *»»— — 1-*«*t »h*;r jnifj- ->f> 

'The ^wtted ^nOs adna'd bof ronl bow'r. 
When fjoam the chace, in the dear. eVaing hour, . 
Glowing, she met bim with the welcome smile ; 
Fleas'dAod yet anxioiu fit thftni^ol^ toil. 

And now tlixoi^li desrf dawn^ tlw riung ray . 
Lights up the radiance of their bridal day. 
■With early nymphs withui the busy rooip, ' 
Amidst iJie laboiirt of the flying loom, 
Of vivid tints. sbe> plies the Tttiious thread ; 
The loag-plaan!d viork., to grace the nuptial bed. 
With beating^teps. resounds the hollow floor ; 
To rapid strokes responds the clam'rous door. 
With. hFeathless,energy ^ flies amain. 
To meet hex ^am^no and the bridal train. 
Alas ! n^ ^vtam^no meets her eager eye- 
In ru^th&spoilers withdetest^d cry ; . . 
Seize with rapacious force the trembling prey; 
And to the shore the hapless spoil convey. 

E.a Whta 
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WI^Qn urg^d bf rage or haager'a'byrmag Irxee,' 
l^he rav'oing lioQ darts hU furioui course. 
And thraugh the herd hjs bloody pwsage j^eughs 
Sq ^am'm nisbes trough Che oiowd of foss, 
Carves his fierce waj, entwines the ie^ting maidi 
With vaia protectioo; — ^1o I a treacta'Tous blade, ' ' 
Darted beliind witb sure, with con<ani aim, '■■ W 
TraAsfises deep ; OMiTols'd, th& blesdii^ fimaov ' * 
Hiuiges ia^ifpMM e'A ilie taliMe4 ground ^ 
Life rolls his tomnt thmo^h the yawning woiind; 
O'erlus fierce eyes death's hideous shadows move 
And dh^,9l^ilnon,^lutJ>aetigl^ ^md love, 
jf^iia, now upon the lilalQu fom, : 
Sinks in dijsp^ beneath the trying? ftocm. 
The murd!rom i^colfe t^t iwrlc'd fai« eidiyittt&b'; 
Involves 1^ intellects in dea^ gloom. ' . . ■ - 
Hec wounded reason (^ sad mansion iiea; 
Sense ^randers widely, and JLafccjjpnalMs. I 

Now (scouvgec havhig iMigl^eu- ^atfvfvui)- 
Gloomy and sad, beiwatli opfHrttssKin bsitt, . ' 
Round her gafi'd neck tbefesteniig iron windsfl I 
And to the gldomy raaet oppressive biad^ -' " ' 
Sad strains of fisibls ^elanclH^ flow-f ■ '^ 

Half-mcaning firagments of t«c(»4ed woe, 
In wild succeisioD break the pensive lay, 
3^oiigh the drear night aad lamentable day. 
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Her sad&s90c»ftt«s tist t&e Hiettutg toaesl 
And join each eadeace with accfflrdiiig gpoaift. 
But sick'ninig nature with the 'burden reels ; 
O'er bcr wan face the deadly jaundioe !>te^ ^ 
The spirits die, the netreless fiaabs unstrafig, " ■* ' 
With awrtal gripe the wounded heart-strings wraag, ' 
lixM her sank eje—*heri6ve-lorhdittyft3s,' " - " 
Life beats turaultuou* 'gainst the fceWe palei— ^' ■ 
donvtdsive ^ofes eipd the fihal ^breatft; ' ' 
And o'«t^ ^tal closfc sits' gliastl^Deat'h 

Hark ? from jTjn lodge m nrany'a woundthig groan' 
A lAouring vicrim'raise the feeble moan ! 
Swift to the darksome cell the females Ay, ' 
To still'the tumult of the conscious cry : - 

Join the deep wo© with sad combing exclaim ; ■ 
As pangs maternal shake her drooiriiig frame'. ■'- 
Heav'n's t what a mansion for tile tender woes, 
The painful travail partial nature throws 
Upon the gentler sex — when lenient'art 
And sootbiag-care should cheer the fainting heart. 
H^re, with dejected wretchedness enclos'd, ' 
to brutal hands aiid impious' eyes tespos'd, 
Her sacred sorrows the sad crisis'press, — 
Occurrent horrors, premature distress, 
Spread with fooJ clouds the hiauspiciods ray, ' ' ^ 
That opes the new-born victim's -dolfeful day I^ ' ' 
^ - Behold 
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Behold her bending o'er her infuit chatgC^ 
Hear the laments her copious grief enlarge. . 
*' Ill-&ted innocent," (she wailing cries) 
*' Thoa jpf and anguish ctf those aching eje*, 
" Of parent miaeiy the bqden heir, 
"Thy mother gire« the welo(mB«f di^air; 
' " Greets thy uncpotcious smile with tbrobbiDg&ats; 
*' Repays thy fondness with {nresageful tears. .- ' 
*' Where now the joys should light the holy bov'r.', 
" Where the sweet hopes that wing xbfi uatalhoui?; 
" Nor hope's blest dawn shall e'er thy &ncy warm ; 
'* ^or joy's sweet smile illume thy abject form. 
" ' No grateful sire hails thee with conscious pride ; ' 
•* Thy future worth no flattering friends decide : 
** A wretched mother press'd by tyrant fate, 
•' CaD yield no succout to thy helpless state : 
** The spoiler's chains, that load her languid frame* 
** By sp<Mler*s right thy fetter'd service claim. 
*' Has 6*er thb pallid race a mothei's love 
•' E'er bent in fondness ?— Could they ever prove ■ 
" A wife's soft transport, as she gently prest 
" The smiling stranger to a father's breast ? 
" Ah, sure the soft remembrance would have pow'r 
*' T* attone the sex, and sooth this mournful hDUt!** 

For ev'ry virtue fam'd, ye British fair» - 

Can ye this foul reproach unheedful beiar ? 
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O rise auspicious^ lead the liberd train. 
That aims to shake Oppression's iioa reigo. 
A nation's councils oft your pow'r obey ; 
The WMs of nations own your sovereign sway, 
bi sofic humanity's congenial course, 
Your kindling charms will claim resistless force ; 
When Beauty lifts the eye in misery's cause, 
Compassion's weeping form she gently draws 
From realms where Mercy, incerpos'd, suspends 
The wrath-wmg'd bolts, that awful Justice sends. 

Fating-, with such a course of loathstmie views. 
And length of horrors, the dejected Muse 
Spreads her tir'd wings, and with desponding mein. 
Weeps o'er the close of the destructive scene ; 
Sees the dire bark 'midst direr regions steer ; 
Hean the plung'd anchor tell grim Slavery near ; . 
Beholds the fell Receivers fiercely pour. 
In savage swarms, upon the blood-stain'd shore. 
Sees, their abhorr'd approach: — with harsher cb^ns. 
To load (cunt act !) oppression's weak remains. 

/ ■• Now o'er the gloomy ship, in vUlain guise, 
The. shrouding canvass drawn, shuts out the skies. 
The futchy curtain throws a shade unclean ; 
Meet apparatus for the horrid scene. 
Marshal'd with fatal skill, in abject bands, 
forbearing heaven l-^tb^bitmanpurcbMe stands. 

Now 
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Now rush the tfadifig fiends'; aoJ, with fell swSiy 

Fasten rapacious oft (he ^dderinl; ptey. 

What shiieks of tetior pieice. the sickenitfg iScicG-^ 
What, floods of roguish b«i3t their wouflded eyes I 
As strife tumult}ioos sh&lies the tfrain^hHff bfood-^ 
Scrattt^U/t^ Ss/s humoia^ib^-^ kindred blepd f - 

In the boftr sbrge notr dtp£ tbe leaded osir j . ) 
The crowded boat creeps to thfe ^It/ shdWi . 
Tbcb ^nd:ing ^dne» txises tddit^t btgA ;, 
To their lorn friends the parted wretches cry ; 
Wkh kDpreedUBg scrcRine of 'lionprttjld,' 
The frantic ifidthcr cilb hep sever'd c^^,- . 

Otte vntv'^Fsal' ttisuilt nfvea qrosft^ t 
From;b(mt ta rftip respbndsi t^e fve/t^iedrsoiliKi : . . , 
With tenfblal angui^ bursts be&i:e th<I thiViae; . 
Whcie Jwitki' dta^ and otdle tks: Ubandfei i6vn. 

InaiKital P<n»ei! ! in- wliofe nnp>rti^-^M, . . 
Nor cHmcv noe tetdnr ead tEmn ^tinctibh: raiat; ^ 
No wonD^iasi^ siatabn tl^ B(;teftticiH.dcaw3^ .: '^' 
Nor tinctur'd skin contracts thy ample laws; 
But, toriiy bowBteoufl eye/tlw-cxCondfed-ftame" ;' 
Of fanhsEtad itatiaan brings tbeeqiiatcMm-l t "" 
How long. w^chDolaBtendm^ddcswi^telid? ■.""'' 
How long the red^bok press' tl^ lifted hand ? 
Or dost thouv nftheiF, froiti the UorrU' >Ci;aB- 
Tuni thy reJaEttaig eye-to'tb« soft raeis ■ ■■-* 
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Of pto^trnte Msrcy, who with povnrrful ttus, 
Arread cJiy wratb. sAd the djpcar pro*p«ct clnnk 

Ah, yfs, Hun^aitx resumes fasr stand ; 
Her raptuc'd. e^e pecvades (V intye^sing band; 
Vitms fcowjDoag Interest, wkh avected facs 
Yield to Conviction the reluctant place ; 
Beholds mv chsmpuinji join tbie gbficHS f«ir, 
.Whose woU-tned eibfts nwet her gr^«{y vie]v-rf . 
The ffariaititfiu-mwka roidrt cfinflifting tfoptH 
And.ii^U tl}^ (MiSragie hisy Avwiofi fomis, 
Unsha^on M»oii, oash mightj chief ^fx host* 
And fix'd, iand atiU d,«feind th9 Mcred ppKtt 

Such, *mid« fSKis fijroauoBt .mi^ woe sqk^^ 
suhUme, 
(Too soon, aia&i watoti^d- hy unvpariag ttnw) 
The man, wbpse genius, » a potent cbaraOf 
fioiM aoiin^te £&c duU, make prudance wmn, 
Bepdiag the powea ,of his <^apacioHS soul. 
Skill'd in eapfa pait, and am^ in &e w^ole. 
Me, ii) his lifaend, con^cehensivc mi^4« 
The mazy syttem, vij:h a glance, ocmihm'd; 
And, arm'd hy Marcy witb a Natioi^i poweu 
Struclc t^ dire Deivoo 4^ ins savage fawvoc: 
BT9a^4 ^^ i^ fiata^gaane the final doom. 
That sfflfct lih« Mo^atcc t;o his wntkj taoAit 

F This 
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This th&pi-dud legacy, by wisimn givert, - -- 
Ststmpt by conviction,' aod'eftroU'd in heaven-- --- 
The high behest awaken'd senates hail, 
And waft their sanction'on eac'h spreading gal?' 
,*|fr^'s reviving Genius grateful bends, 
And greets the boon th' enjighten'd Empire sends; ' 

TheSacred delegates from freedom's throne 
Through the glad soil speed the commillion'd boon. 
Quick through the joyful land the tidings ring ; 
Rejoicing crowds th' cnfi-ahchis'd blessing sihg. 
Science' awaken'd leads the free-bom strain ; 
And arts and commerce join the liberal ttaiii.- 
Rear'd by protecting laws new cities rise, 
^od hteTC'theirturrfets^to thelncid skies.' . . 
Trade lifts his trident o'er the silver iide, 
New baibbilrs opens, bids his navies ride ;■ 
Sees, unpolluted by oppres^on's hand, 
His honest wealth stream throu'gh'the joyous land; 
His crowded quays heap'd with the guiltless tcwl,- 
Iv'ry and gold in* many a biirnish'd pile,' ' ' 

Drugs, spices', giims, in rich profusion thrown, ■■ '' 
And all the treasures of the genial zone. 
CultuEd'^mergent o'er the damask'd plain's 
Spreads iier rich vest, aiid gaudy Flora' reigns. . > 
Where marshes once display'd their sickly green. 
Health lifts her.roseat hct, aad points serene 

■ The 
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The cot, *bere ralli Content with conscious grace, '. 
Smiles oi; liet husband. labour's glowing face. . . 
Pierc'd by no suns, tb' interminable wood, 
Whose pathless gloom screen'd horror's drear abode, 
Opes its long vistas tOjthe,cheerfal loves : 
And nymphs and sylvans in the scented groves 
(Where demons us'd to haunt the thorny shade) 
Assemble blithe, and sweep th' unfolded glade. 

In freedom's train, the ever-formost band, 
The jocund muses skim the happy land. 
Sweet Poesy precedes the virgin quire 
Calls inspiration with her sounding lyre : 
Gives to awaken'd verse th' auspicious morn, 
Whose mid-day 5re shall quicken bards unborn. 

In the full suffrage 'of immortal strains 
The future Hayley of these solar plains, 
Warra'd by the theme, will shake the tuneful shores. 
From Gambia's flood to mild Angola's bow'rs. 
His heav'n-born lay will fire th' enraptur'd throng, 
While neigb'ring realms hang o'er the sacred song. 
That sings. How wafted from the genial isle, 
Whose silver clifts on circling ocean smile, 
Loose-vested Liberty, by Mercy led, 
Broke the huge chain, press'd Slavery's miscreant 
head, 

F 2 Bad 
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Bad Rscn'd Nitnre chim her birUt-rlght IMIR ; 
And IfMib findom smile on lifHc'i ceut. 



FINIS. 
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ON A 

OUlNEA VOYAGE. 



t£TT£R I. 
SIR« 

iriAVING had tile dishonour to be empW- 
ed in the ^ave^Trade, ftnd having been ror 
some tihie residetit in ft factory up the coun- 
^i obserVatiorii and facts have occurred, that 
maj add a little to the tnaSs of materials^ your 
humanity has beeil at sbch laboiK to coUett i 
and which has already thrown so much light 
on a traffic, that from its commencsm^iit to ite 
dose, is mai-kfed with a Capacity and oppres- 
sioh, ilnequalled in any, the most horrid pro- 
cess of individlial ot collective guilt, that Kas 
staihed the page of hiitory. The epistolary 
fbnn will be an Jipt. medium for a few obser- 
v:^ons. Where there is n<> time for a logicd^. 
urangeroeht^ and my addressing of them t6 a 
Gentleman, to "whose ehergy aad elucidations 
the cause is so much indebted^ will be allowed 
the claim of propriety at least^ a&d I h<^ will 
ine^ mth your excuse. Without taking up 

your 
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your time by a longer preface, I will hasten to 
my remarks, commencing with as early a stage 
of the busSiness as possible, so that they may, 
as far as circumstances will allow, connect 
the whole round of a Guinea Voyage. 

I have been the readier to take up my pen, 
when I consider the impenetrable veil that has 
been thrown over this traffic for such a numv;. 
ber of years. It? principle, its process, and its, 
effects, have been wijh-held from the public eye 
by every effort that Interest, ingenuity, and in- 
fluence, could devise. It would be but a natural 
• question in this place^ were it asked. How it 
is possible that a trade, which Has been car-. 
ried on so long, and in such an open manner, 
whose effects are every day beforcus, andtocon- 
tinife, which such a number of people are em- 
ployed, can be marked with such uncommon, 
circumstances of cruelty, injustice, murder,- 
and oppression, as have been usually laid ta 
its charge ? . , . 

■ That the remark is specious, I do not mean 
tO{ieny; and many, I fear, have too hastily: 
made up their minds on the subject from this 
(jonsideratlon alone. But let me also ask; a. 
question or two in return. From whom is it 
expected that this information should be de- 
rived ? Who are the persons qualified to pro-, 
duce the authentic evidence ? Will the merci- 
ful slave-merchant step forward, arid give up 
the long catalogue, of rapacity, rhurder, and 
destruction, his o'ffii avarice has framed; Will 

the 
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the humane Guinea-Captain produce his fatal 
muster-roll, — and for once impelled by justice, 
change that ussjul disease, — -F/ax, Flux^ Flux^ 
which has hitherto, so conveniently masked 
the death-list of his devoted crew, to the real, 
the mortal causs, that have thinned his ship ? 
-Will petty officcrs,bravelydespisingail thoughts 
of preferment, disregarding the opinion of' 
owners and agents, andnobly resolving to pass 
their lives in labour, wretchedness, and ser- 
vile dependance — will they disclose the hor- 
jid scenes they have been witnesses iro^tTie 
barbarities they have seen practised, and the 
cruelties, of which, they themselves have been, 
.perhaps, the unwilling instruments '' And yet 
• "we have information on the subject : . informa- 
tion in new^apers, in pamphlets, in coffee- 
■houses, and on 'change ; on the warrantable, 
the political, the humane process of the Slave- 
Trade. Heavens ! — Through what channels 
mnst flow the sullied accounts that are thus 
thrown before us ? Through the self interest- 
ed affirmations of Traders ; through Captains^ 
whose continuance in the employ depends 
on their open attachment and defence of the 
profccedings of their owners ; through Captains^ 
I say, who hope to be Traders, and through 
Mates^ who hope to be Captains. 
' Why those, who through inclination, -and 
having no &vour to purchase, nor interest to 
support, and who might be supposed to give 
xha truth in plain, unbiassed information, are 

not 
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not produoeid in such multituiiss as our adwiv 
SAries demand, I skaU endeavour tp prove ub.>- 
pQSsible, from the ^ature of the trad/5, and the 
imreinittmg pains taken to prevent thieir re*. 
turmng to tfaie port from which they sailed, ■ 
For thiB purpose, I must paw ower all the 
degtnictioa and barbarity of the Kroyagc, and 
meet the few meagre survivors on their »rri*- 
»al ia the Wesirlndius. Here they are bouad 
by thdx ^tieLes *, to receive half their wagei 
in the curreacy of the ifiiand. Tbia a a twiv- 
fold grievance. They are robbed of as much 
hardly-^ameid moniey, as makes the di&ry 
*nee between currency aid sterling, which it 
ikf from being an inconsiderable loss. Buf: 
-diene is a - &2ther mischief attendant on this 
injustico. Imagine to ypurself^ Sir, a poor 
vornrcmt wretch, aft^ the miseries and sif^ 
ness of a sl<rtHng vayage-'^fy^x a Ipng want of 
eiiery cheering beverage t^jjow first set asfaoie 
-r=-^his own ma£ter-TTTra>mong p<»ple of ^ own 
colour and language-^ with money in his poc^ 
JLet, aiui temptations to e»:cs8 on es^sry side i 
picture this—and for a moment-, recollet^ the 
unsuspecting, thou^tleea, dissipete^ pn^xsnsi^ 
ty that marks the character of a British sailor, 
a^d must you not condudje the consequence 
as anavoidable — that the feeble remains left, 
by the cruelty and disease of an J/rican voju^r, 
are speedily sacriiked by West Indian i(itena.f 
perance ? 

From 

* Hm pnclis* of Li»rpao!, Ui£ 011I7 pan I Htilcd frm in that CDip)o]r. 
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^rdm' death and des^ion, thus encotirageSi 
few escape. I went out in a certain vessel ; the 
<;rew consisted of thirty-two or upwards ; she 
was designed to be left on the coast as a float- 
ing' factory. A fresh ship of 300 tons, was 
sent out to bring on the purchase to the West 
Jndiesj with a.' crew to replace our dead. The 

\ baptaili of the latter, and a few to make trade 
*iBre left on the coast ; the rest embarked with 
bs 'for the West Indies — of the two crewSj 
fhete canie home but the captain, the carpen- • 
teij and myself .",.' '- .! S\ 

By fetich mean^, they g6t rid x^f those who 
might call ..thepi. to an account for their bar- 
barities—rand ^?, rho4ey due to thosci' whom 
they'haVe oblige'cl to desert;" is saved to tKeir 
owners, t The m.ortali,ty, usually ascribed to a 
Guinea y6ysgp| stcys 6^ lessens the proper in^ 
guihes abiut tpe fate of the crew* Besidesj 
linprovitJent, heedless sailors^ seldom give their 
Friends a line of advice, relative to the port 
they safrFroni, 'or on what pairticutar voyage 
fhey, are, boxmd ; especially a voyage that is 
(leld in so much dishonour aiid contempt. 
Though I remained a long time in Liverpool^ 
Sfter our arrival, there were inquiries but afj- 
■teFFourpersoris out of the two ci-ews above 
ifieritibried, arid one of those was froih Fal- 
ihoiith, and the other ftom the farther part of 
Wales.. And I aih convinced, (for I managed 
air their little accounts) that of the first crew, 
tjfikerfe excepted, not one of them had sent 

-,' O their 
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that friesdj th« »tti!i]lesi aceotint oJ' their des- 
tination. Thus, sitentljr, does tl>ch»tion Io«e 
her iHO« U9cfiil subjects : and in this mannet 
is (ht public deptwed of an impartial chanticl 
of information, ind of the itieans of defelop* 
ing a system of inii^ity, from the fiirasy web, 
Sn *rhieh it has so long been veiled by sophis- 
try and nmreprcsait^oii. 



> .LETTER n. : ■ . 

n has been asseited, that the Slave f rade 
is a desirable emfloyj and a norsery fel oflt 
ieamen. 

Were this the casi, saitots wonM be fotuul 
as wiUisg to ofer thenisel«s to thi*, as to any 
other traiBc. Sut the direct contrary is the 
feet. Ntjthing is more dilfiealt than to procure 
a sufficient number of hands for a Gmnea. 
voyage. 

To collect a crew for this purpose, there are 
Jwblic houses, under the influence, and in thtt 
f»ay of. the tnerchants ; every allurement and 
artifice is held out to entice them into these 
infamous dens. Festivity and miisic lay hold 
of the deluded senses ; prostiiutioil throws ill 
A fascinating spell with too much success j attd 
Intoxication generally gives the lousiness its fa- 
tal period. 

In these houses, every temptation to run 
into 
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i»K) debt is most studiously offered; this, -with 
an uutbinking .sailor, is easily brought about ; 
aud when once that whfel is set in ntotioq, it 
is soon accelerated to the wretched point which 
was aini£d at. When the debt is su^koc 
for the purpose, a Guinea ship is aQerad* fiomfr 
times through the modium of ih$ ixuerorable 
licstess, and frequently by one of Khose nut> 
merous agents on that business, who, muler 
the musk, of pity or sudden friendship, wip. 
ihe attention and confidence of the unsuspec- 
ting victim. If this be refiiscd, he is ihrowji. 
into prison, which 5se« him their oi>ra ; fort 
from that place, pther vessels will scarcely en- 
gage him ; ships in every other employ And 
seamen willing enough to ofer their servi^^ : 
and the Captains of these have a natural ob- 
jection to what they ctH Joii^4s. 
. These houses are kept in continual opera^ 
tion. But;, at t]ie immediate time of an out&p 
every exertion and contrivance is used. M^r*- 
chants, Clerks, Captains, and oth«'f, prow} 
about without imermission. They lay hol4 
of every sailor the^ meet, and without <«r*- 
mony, huiry him into some scea? of intow^ 
cation- I have been dratgg^d into house* thref 
times, in tlie course of one street, myself: »ay, 
J have knovn many seamen, who &Dcie4 
jbgrnsfflves cunning enough to evade thes« 
practices, go with the crimps to some of their 
houses, boasting that thi^ would cheat th« 
Merchant out -of a night's merrimeoitr an^ 
G 2 firmly 



D,s,i,7ert by Google 



finnly resolved to oppose every anifice that 
could be offered ; yet have they, in their state 
of drunkenness, signed articles with the very 
men, whose purposes they Were aware of, and 
have been plunged into a situation^ of which 
they had known the liorrors. 
• In Liverpool — and I understand that the 
same practice prevails at Bristol — when thry 
have signed articles, they get a note for their 
advance-money, not pjiyable till they are out 
at sea, and till a ]ist of the erew is brought 
back by the pilot. Now, to negotiate this 
bill, which is to pay their debts, and to fur- 
nish themselves with a few cigthes, and a 
little modicum of liquor, they are obliged to 
make a will, and power of attorney, in fa- 
vour of their rapacious landlady. The third 
mate of the vessel I sailed in — poor Russell— 
and myself, were obliged to give into this 
practice. Without any idea of debt, and far 
from any of those hired dens I have men- 
tioned, but rather reputably lodged in what 
they called a cpfifee-house, we found it abso- 
lutely necessary, in order to live with any de- 
gree of ease aiid comfort, to make wills in 
favour of our landlady : it was expected as a 
thing of course, and was impossible to be a- 
Toided moderately. Her brewer, a man of 
credit,' was the witness and leader of the bu-^ 
sinessi, and seemed to consider it as an essen- 
tial consequence of the voyage. It is true, 
yre cancelled them soon by new ones : but 
.' • * this. 
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this may ser»e tcr sfaeW-tiie pceatene^ rf tlip 
practict:, ruadraay^bdp to ed^ifak to the pu- 
blic, the dtsmterest^ cbimctiers of that nu- 
m^rotts body ^^ ixiiBn» womm), aod children, 
who have ivith wdb. c u gent argumexits signed 
the Liverpool petition a^inst the abolition of 
the Slave Trade := — those whip^xtrd spinners, 
those chain-forgers, thoSe heirs and legatees, 
deriving iiiieritance from the cruelty, murder, 
and i^gstice of a Guinea voyage. 



L E t T E R in. 

- TILL the vessel gets clear of the channel — 
till there is no probability that contrary winds 
or inclemency of weather will drive her back 
into an Enghsh port, the vsage of the seamen 
is mo^oate, and their allowancp of provi- 
.Bions sufficieht: in short, the conduct "of the 
■ Captain and officers appears like that which is 
the continual practice in every other employ. 
But as sooA as they are fairly out at sea, and 
there is no moral possibility of desertion, or 
application for justice, then the scene is shift- 
ed. Their ratio of provisions is shortened to 
the very verge of famine ; their allowance of 
water lessened to the extreme of existence ; no-' 
thing but incessant labour, a burning climate, 
unremitting cruelty, and every species of op- 
■pression is before them. 

This 
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■ T^is is no exaggerated language, nor ig it 
d)e picture but of one particular case : everjr 
CHM I haTe ever «poken with, that was quali- 
fied to answer on the subject (-and there should 
iw little account made d any other) has de* 
^cl^ed that the usage wa^ alike, with but 4 
^w exceptions. What I saw and felt myself, 
I have a right to cfeclare p and I chink it maj 
pe afisumed as the average jpedium of the g9^ 
neral conduct of the African employ ; for J 
have heard of very many instances of greater 
cruelty and destruction ; and a few where the 
usage has been better. 

We were fortunate in. a - leaky vessel, and 
bad weather : the apprehension that we should 
te obliged to hear away foj^-Lisbon, kept hack 
our misery &r awhile. Flogging did not com' 
mence wixh us till about the latitude 26°. It 
wss talked of long be&re, but was with-helij 
\>J the ^ove-mentioned consideration. It no 
sooner made its appearance but it spread like 
a, contagion. Wantonness, nusooncc^tion, an^ 
ignorance, inflided it without an appearance 
of remorse, and without &ar £>f being sm- 
*werable for the abuse of authority. TW 
j^arlwous charge to the ci&cers I myself heard 
gJTuen — " You are now in a, Guinea ship— iw 
'** seaman, though you speak harshly, muse 
" dare to gii'e ypu z. saucy ai\Awtx~ibat is out 
^ of the -question » but if ^y i^dk to dispkaee 
" youj knock them down." 

The cruet direction was soon put in prac- 
tice 
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tice, by otie of th^ imtes, on the (»K^wf , ft noic 
hiirmless, haf d*worfcing, worthy creatv^ei. , Tb* 
itlate knocked him down fof some light aa« 
swer he gave him, fbt the poor &lldw had aA 
itiAocent aiih ftt being humoarous. On hic 
malcriig his way to appeal to the Gaptaiu, h^ 
i»m knocked down again : craving on tbA 
deck, his face covered With blood, he still pet* 
^sted to make his way to^ the cabin, bat unA 
jitruck to the deck a third aitil a fottth {im«^ 
trhen some of the aailots rushed between, jbod 
• harried him away. 

Scarce an hour passed iA aity day without 
ftoggine ; sometimes three w«re tied Up t^ge* 
ther. The slightest imputation of errof bftjdght 
0a the bitter punishment ; and sf^tietifttes thi 
smarting a];^ication'0f pickle Was 5upe#addedv 

I do not now exactly ■ Temember the allow* 
jmoe of bread : at fir^t I know it vras five Ittt; 
per week, served out every Sunday (the oufy 
citcnmsiante ibat ^stingitubedtbe Si^dth through 
the itfbole voyt^e)' but it was sotm lessen^* 
This I veiy well r6memb*r, that maiiy of th« 
people had^ th«r Whd.e week's proportion eati 
ten tq) by Toesday morning; and the daily 
weiglirt of beef \^s «a small, that though thfere 
was not water to allay the thirst it occa^<M«d» 
we never dared t6 ste^ it for ftar of wassing 
the quEmtity. ' ' 

Ihifmg t*te first part of the passage, o«r 
allowance of water "was three pints per day : 
for the last moirth it was reduced -to one quarti 
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*i«fc meiisiure; , A quart ^ w^ter ift <h« top* 
rid zone !__— In the calmS, Which af « prevaleiW 
in this latitude,, vre were iiithsi'boac, tcrwingf 
from morning till night : b«OT)f nsed ^ to think 
myself, though almost fainting wijth- fatigue^ 
if a little sweSrt dropped from my forehead, 
i;hat I might catch it in Thy mouth to moisten, 
my parched tongue.i The licking tlie dew o?^ 
the hencoopsj in a. mprning, iutd been long a 
delicious secret; but my monopoly was at lasb 
fo^pid out, and my little refreshment laid open 
to numbers* Many of the men coi;Jd not re-f 
^Tftiii, but in a kind of temporary di&ti*action, 
A^uik up their whole aUowatice the -ttioment 
jh^ received it j , and remained for the next 
Ibv and tiventy h^ars in' a state of waging 
0iirit not to be described.. The 'dttctor declar- 
«d that this Want of waterj in such a cUmate, 
3nd Jiving entirely on sidt provisions, mnst 
lead to the most fatal consequeneesj ■ 
., During, this, scarcity with the ra,en, tlie c^- 
jain^ besides plenxypf beer; and wine, had a 
Jarge tea-kettle foil of water every morningy 
and another every evening, added to his allow- 
ance. Htnowithere" wasno want in-the cabin^ 
&r the tbi^d mate, who, was my friend, fte- 
guendy gave me a little out of ,^s own portion*^ 
The scarcity of ^wateris; a , common -ease ; . it 
is owing to the vessel's being stowed so iulL of 
goods £:>r the -tr^e,^ that - r^om for necessaries 
is made but a-secondaryx;onsi(^ration. The 
iPiGcasioa of this conduct appears to nw to -be 

prin* 
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pnr&^pally this : A cenatn fitiniber of slavei 
ire tcr be carried to the West-Indies ; but be- 
fore that number can be landed there^ the 
owners are well aware how many, are likely ta 
t>e marked on the dead list, for the purchase: 
of which, there must be goods sent out, as well 
^ for the probable number that speculatiofl 
has fixed to eohte t6 itiarket. For this reason 
. ijvflry OMTjer and cranny is crammed with ar- 
ticled &f traffic ) to thi* consideration is bent 
every eidcrtton of labour and ingenuity j and 
the. health and lives of the seamen, sa of noi 
Value* : ^Ve but iittle weight in the estiniation/ 
. Be^^9 the iacxptfessible misery of wanting 
^rattiri^ such a cUmate* there is another very 
Jnst^tiiA hdrdship ittehdang tKis ^ariciouji ac* 
tumitl acton of cargo. The Vessel is so crowd* 
ed with ^oods^ that the sailors hare no room 
tiy Slitig that hitfimocks and bedding. Beibre 
they l^vc the c^d latitodes they Ue up and 
down, on cheats and cables^ btit when they 
aomt neiareir the influence of the potent ^ui^ 
ihey sleep upon deck, exposed to all the ma* 
iignity of the heaty and uuvrholesome dews. 
• The adTocates for the SiaVe*Trade eodeavout 
ifi advance^ that the ntibrtiility of the seamen 
i» enorily to b^ atctibtited to the nature of the ' 
ctimate'-^but thit assertion, is founded neither 
in veracity nor experience. Tl« climate coitya 
in £»- its share in he^ktini^g tjie horrid scene, 
mkC it is the pinriou^y wretched situation of 
the |Ki«c nctimst^ gives it that efiect J faeaM 
H* our 
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(Jur dbctor, ail able intelligent man, ' declare;, 
that if the trade, with the same concomitant 
circumstances, was carried on at the Canary 
Islands, the same mortality would be the con- 
sequence. And I am folly convinced, that if 
A commerce was carried on to the coast of A- 
fiica of any other kind than that of slaving; 
and the captains treated their people with as 
much humanity as they are treated in othef 
eiriploys, not one of the causes. of the great, 
mortality, I have been witness to, could exist. . 

Among the - many causes , of destruction,- 
^hich originate from the trade, and not front 
the climate, the bulk-heads between the^cks, 
excluding a- salutary circulation of air, have- 
been ■ insisted upon as producing these eSecti. 
But there is another which has not claimed 
such notice, and which yet is a terrible assist- 
ant to African mortality. This is the fabri- 
cating of an house over the vessel for the secu-. 
rity of slaves, while on the coast. 
. This enclosure helps the stagnation of airj , 
and is, in that point of view, dreadful : but it 
is more fatal in the act of its preparation. I 
know nothing more destructive than the bu- 
siness of cutting wood and banlboe, forT;hc 
purpose of erecting and thatching this struc- 
ture. The process is generally by the river- 
side. The faces and bodies of the poor s«i- 
men arc exposed to the fervour of a burrdilg 
sun, for a ~ covering Would be insupportable. 
They ace immersed up to the w^iist tn tfiudftnd 

slime ; 
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slime ; pestered ty snakes, worms, and venom- 
ous reptiles ; tormented by muskitoes, and a 
thousand assailing insects ; their feet slip froni 
under them at every stroke, and their relent- 
less officers do not allow a moment's intermisr 
•sion from the painful task. Thi§ employment^ 
the crqelty of the officers, and the inqonceiy- 
^ ably shocking task of scraping the contagious 
biood and filth, at every opportimity, from the 
places where the slaves He, are, in my opini- 
on, the -three greatest ^though by no means 
the sole) causes, of the destruction of seamen, 
■which this country experiences by the prose- 
cution of the trade in slaves. 



LETTER IV. 

AS I wish to meet and to answer every pos- 
sible question that may be asked about this 
simple enumeration of facts, I find two plau- 
fible interrogations that may with no great im- 
propriety be stated in the present place. 

** How is it possible that captains should be 
** so inattentive to their own and their em- 
" ployer's interests, as to sacrifice the very 
" men who are to assist them in the main bu- 
** siness of the voyage — or, if headlong cru- 
** elty prompts them to such a hazard, by what 
'** means is the complicated laborious business 
'" ever finished ?" ' 

Hz Again 
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Again -^* If by some -extrancmB means tbe 
,'* traffic is completed, "wbp are then to taktf 
,** care of the slaves, and how are the TCssel« . 
^* navigated to the diferent Western Colonies, 
" to which they are bound?" Of these two 
queries the latter X shall reserve to a fiiture dis* 
cussion^t ^nd confine myself, at present, to the 
former. - ' 

' Thera is on that part of Africa, called the 
Gold Coast, a race of the inhabitants, fcnowij 
by the name of Fahtees ; they are Eturdy, ani* 
mated, laborious, and full of courage. Mar 
ay of this nation are reared from their .childr- 
hood, in the European vessels that .frequent: 
the coast ; they learn their languages, and are 
practised in all the habits of seamanship.; and 
more especially all that relate to the business 
pi slaving. Vessels on, or near their own Coast, 
they of course assist for a stipulated hire : those 
jhat aredestined for any of .the trading phices 
fXi. the gulph of Benin, or :^rther down the 
jCoast, generally call here and engage a Fantee 
jnate, boatswain, and crew, .from fifteen to 
thirty pr upwards, according to the size of the 
^vessel. 1^ captain enters into a written a- 
^eement ynx\i their king, which is counter^ .j;' 
•^gned by the English governor, expressing the 
mature of their service, the amount of their 
.wages, and an engagement not to c^rry any 
■9f them off to the West-Indies. To,thesemon 
(he trade if in a £99^ measure indebted for its 
existence. When the poo^ sailqj^ £tU oi^ these 
: \ ' , ' hardy 
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hatdy natiTcs, who hav? every iiwiulgenoe th« 
captains can allow them, cajry on the buiineai 
with a vigour iand activity, of which the Brie 
tish seamen^ from their ill psage Awi scanty 
iare, are incapable. 

: The manner of trading on. every part of the 
aoast differs, I dare say, in some paiticulan^ 
but its gciKial nature is pretty much the same: 
and as it has . been go copiously bandied in jot 
. Umt publications on this subject, I shall for- 
beat to speak on that head ; reserving a liber- 
ty of aniraad'wrting on any thing thai m^y 
liavB been but aUghtly handled. 
; I am inclined to think, that the method of, 
collecting slaves by war, and frequent battlef* 
dreadful as that mode may be, i£'by no means 
the great support of the Slave Trade : but th»X 
they are procured by the still more infamous 
fLod horrid practice of kidaappii^. 
■ In Benin, where I was employed, I am cer^ 
tain it was often the case. Our factory, ra, 
which I residoi, was at Gatoe, many miles 
from the sea, in the heart of the country* . I 
made continual enquiries, but never heard of 
any wars. I understood, however, from every 
thmg I could collect, that they were seized by 
A'aud or vlc^ence in the internal parts of the 
country, and sq transmitted through dif&rent 
hands to the immediate traders upon the coast. 
■ , But to put it out of conjecture, the business 
was in practice every day around us. There 
yn» a lawl^ body of men in the kingdom.of 
'•^ Benin^ 
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Benin, called yoemen; wto, encouraged by. 
the white traders, erected themselves into 
ail independent government. Their Idng, a 
desperate fellow, was called Ba^'eka. They 
had no towns nor villages, but shifted sudden- 
ly, and pitched their temporary huts where 
they considered it to be most opportune for 
their depredations. These banditti bought no 
slaves, but they sold multitudes. They had 
neither settlement nor plantations, but .lived 
■entirely by this horrid species of robbery, 
which, in a civilized country, like Bettin^ must 
have been attended every day with circumstan-? 
cesof cruelty and distress, beyond any thing 
that enthusiasm (for so the adoption of the 
cause of humanity is called by the cold-blood-. 
ed spoilers) has ever yet imagined. 

Among the islands and creeks that are nu-. 
merous about the mouth of the river Formosay 
there was also a kind of pirate admiral, distin- 
guished by the name and title of captain 
Lemma-Lemma. This personage had a pow- 
erful fleet of war canoes, with which he made 
descents on all parts of the unprotected coast ; 
he paid no taxes, but declared himself iride- 
peudent of the king of Benin, whose sul>Jepts 
he carried off for trade at every opportuiuty. 
To this man, and his exertions, we were a good 
deal indebted for our cargo. 

Whenever we wanted to give the trade a 

desirable degree of celerity, the practice was. To 

declare that a certain number of prime coiu- 

modities 
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mddities would be in trade till such a date, (i 
short one) and no longer ; — or, that the ves- 
sel was to sail by such a day, and was to be 
replaced by no other for some time. These 
ifl-tifices were sure to produce the effect pro- 
posed : we had soon slaves brought down to us, 
ill great numbers, and without the interven- 
^on of wars or battles. 

- It has been affirmed by thosei who know 
nothing of the internal policy and constitution 
c(f Guinta^ but pierhaps too much of that of 
the "West India islands, that though they al- 
low a number of Africans are annually sacri- 
ficed in the act of capture, in' the course of 
the passage, in the seasoning in the planta- 
tions, and a long et catera ; yet that the slavish 
state of the' survivors \% infinitely preferable to 
that which they experienced in t^eir owil 
country. 

The arguments drawn from the unalienable 
rights and principles of civil liberty, I leave iii 
the hands of those who have time and abili- 
ties to enforce, and science to illuminate theif 
reasonings — and, thank heaven, such have cn- 
gaged in the cause of humaiiity ! My simple 
^observations go no further 'than to declare, 
tiiA^ 'through the course of a seafaring life, to 
ahriost all parts' of Europe, the West Indies, 
and' North America, I never saw a happier 
race of people than those of the kingdom of 

Thc-subjectsTjf the king of Benin.were, dur- 
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iflg my ob^rvafibns there, selit^d m ea6e'aii<J 
plenty. The stave trade, and its litiavoidabl^i 
bad efiects eitcepted, every thirig bore the ap- 
pearance of friendship, tranquillity^ and pri- 
raitive independence. At daoe the markets 
were regular and well ttocked: they teemed 
with luxuries unknown tft the Eart^ans. Thoit 
fishermen^ huntdrs, and husbandmen^ thought 
in their ■ stores ftnd 'delicacies : their sfiii^, 
esUTpent^^s, weavers, afid, believfe nJe, thert 
'bre such amoag them, displayed their curiotts 
manuiactojei. FowlS| fishy frfeshanddriedprovi- 
Avfitt fruits of the most delicio«it fcind^ vtaU 
'ous sorts, of pepper and s^ices^ pot^toes^ ydms* 
l^ftntsuDfi, cialavancee^ cocoa nuts, -flugar-cfoi^i 
pittslai^ Cfdliloo, ocra» palm-wine, ind palnif 
(E»l, were in ^^itaty there. These added to na* 
tive GfHffH mats of a most; curioua ^xturt^ 
Benin and Jaboe cloths of beautiftil colour^ 
ivory, goldndUstf gfmns, woods, ¥««, ootton^ 
and other commodities, proved to a demoii- 
stratioB the inexa^lstible store of Valuable «r* 
ticies, «fhieh they c©«ld substitute for the uii'^ 
nattiral traffic in humaft fle^ i tod shewed tar 
Goatestably,that tbtiy £ould imprdVe t^ir pro* 
duce to a state Worthy the retufti bf BrK^h 
luxuries. The glaive and relish df these luJM'^ 
rieSj Sir, nOw grown essenttal-to tKcsn by mfef 
they cannot easily forego ;■ b^ if tlic ist&Uitiati 
IHTocesK wefe abolished, they irould be uad^ 
the necessity, and would be desii"ouS of ixsofti- 
ihg-your tipos& with idvfut mailevJ^iubk^d 
more guiltless branch of trade. 

LETTER 
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LETTER v. 

, IT is unaccountable, but it is certainly true, . 
that the moment a Guinea captain comes in 
sight of this shore, the Demon cruelty seems 
to fix his residence within him. Soon aft^r 
1V& arrived, there came on board us a master of 
a vessel, who was commissioned joint factor 
with our captain. All that I could conceive 
of barbarity fell short of the stories I heard of 
this m^n. His whole dehght was in giving pain. 
While our captain was placing, buoys and . 
ether directions on the dangerous bar of the 
river, for the purpose of • crossing it, he used 
to order the men to be flogged without an im- 
putation of the nsallest crime. The steward, 
for servin^i^ out some red wine taa sick man, 
by the doctor's direction, was flogged in such 
a jnanner, as not • to be able to let his shirt 
touch his mangled back ; and after his punish- 
ment, making an attempt to explain the mat»- 
ter, he was ordered to the shrowds again, 
and the same number of lashes was repeated. 
.-It was his common practice to call his ca- 
lun-boy to him, and without the smallest pro- 
vocation, to tear his &ce, ears, and neck, in 
the most brutal manner. I have seen him 
thrust his fingprsinto his mouth, and force 
them against the inside of his cheek till the 
wound appeared on the outside of the same. 
.1 He 
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He had pulled his cars so much, that they be- 
came of a monstrous size. The. hind part of 
them was toM froffl the head. They had a 
continual soreness and tunning, and were not 
■well iieai- 1, t«elvafi>6titb aft* Ms ihfttaalter- 
HieBtet's dSiithi *rh«fl Me dcsSHSi »o«i uJ itt 
the yvist Ifldisi. I lieSfd ftiaiiy and «&*»- 
BltJM StBties df «hg tobirtty trf thii SioffJ 
ittf {« bi^ ttWti ett*i biil Hid in 6(<^Wttf 

flity to sea fctie HMt of Uki, ftf hi lit*4 

bat ele*efi up aftet h« caHie o« b«»d tii ; 
lie killed hMiSiir with but ^Hiit kna b«l* }' 4f 
whlish he Mad floi taSted aay Siii loilg lime 
tebre ouf S*fi*»! tb(!f«. 

At tan ct>tii»tfietm«ftt Of btJf UkSti 1 VitAt 
tp id (he- fteteWy, \»hett! I coritiliuid a&dnS 
eight ftohthS; Hi the edtlt* df this tiiiie fllbS€ 
rf th« dfe* ftU tft« MerifiteS Sf th(s Wild trtf' 
, Sek, aBd its iSStpitfable dttHSllieS. Oh« e»e*J 
jng diUy Was I dri board duHilg this period > b<rt 
{hi» was sdt^Ciint ft) glVe ih« it sifoiig idtla of 

th* fliJstf y I had so hi^iy est*^; Tt* *«- 
sfl( ts Mf h FalCoHbtidgri ajitly <Uid iBpiifxi^f 
•bStfyes, Was lik* 4 fliughter-houSS.- Slodd, 
fllthi iilisSl-y, afld diitase. Th» tMrf faiate 
lay dyinj, 6alllii^ Biit Rr ihtt cotafdrt iiid a«- 
siStanfce h(< htd SO SihSii delB*d !» AtteH. it* 
«Ss glad td lay hbld-«f in« k> h»lrlg Wl» » IK^ 
tit tefI«Shmeht-^no' ebi CM td lAi tll6 MiUU 
«St hbtieK of Ms iiiBi The ^etttit Wts^Sli 
iathe tbiiditioni to^ rilakiiig fhe fetfi« giM' 
plUBl!. thdtefedt>dHi^WJl9lyiagaahimtt:lL 
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flfi tbem^iciijfi-c'hest ; his head hazigihg.dawn 
.flv«f ene «oi ©fir, his hair sweeping t^eiedt, 
and clotted vfjth. ths filth that w&scoDacitd 
tfafne; and in th» unnoiticsd sftuiimia h£ jdied 
soon a&ejT I x^nus o» IbptiFd. ) 

Pn fbe poo^ £b£ appcftT^ncs was stiK moi^ 
•«lwfiki)ag— the j^maii^er of tiuj «hip's crair 
^stretched' in the last stage of thu-j; fiickniBn, 
■WHt^^ £omf«t^ 'wktisot siefrcshmcnt,.ndth- 
'«n)t atteftdwife. . Thene cbey ky, fiti;aining 
.thejiT vfisk fmces ■with jtfee miost itpiciitable 
•cfWi.fota UtUe water, ^aod v-Qt a soul to af&pl 
■^ifg& $he* sKogJliesr fdaef. A^ wfaii«. ail this 
bt^ror iaajl disease vrece pseying /m f bs livAS 
,Qf th£ '|X>or aesmm, the busioees o{ purx:bai»- 
-ing, QMSsiag tbe fiiaret, and eyfirjrcincuinsaiice 
felajiye to the tm^, ir^ tmnsafting with as 
-iittle tntorjwptiga, a^d lu s)uch imcQnccni, as 
if r^o HJch people htid £yer laeen on bnard. f 
4>«g^A (^gJut fflf naisery ^th th^jn, and got 
4tp -the riwer wifh the moraiing's boat'r-*flaoh 
-^er nighp img}^ haviii gealfd me among dae 
dwiiri>er ijf (die dffiiwted grew. . ' .' 

To provide againstthi^imiwtaiity, andtbciitt- 
vsfy tbui pixrclisiw %q tbe West Iwies; (>wVich 
-«iRfcfB the aoawsr jto the flcaond qu^ of my 
i^rth kttter) a iine large ship, soft « fc^ c^w; 
■were G^tt QUt w us. The new captain, and Jt 
^M' t>^ ioo^ trade, {as 1 jetraax-ked faefoce^ 
were left hehiaid ia tlie fkcwTy. Ahoiit fis* 
sf ttbe _<oJ4 £sew, ail tj^af wece ^ow i^, ^ul 
in. tb« last, atftge .of iJlccfa, nere iuroui^ 
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cS with us. In this fresh ship, and with this 
fresh crew we left the coast, and entered on 
what is called the Middle Passage. 

This horrid portion of the voyage was but 
one continued scene of barbarity, unremitting 
labour, mortality, and disease. Flogging, as 
in the outward passage^ was a principal amusei- 
mait in this. 

The cajrtain was so feeble ^hat he could not 
move, but was obliged to be carried up and 
down: yet his illness, so ^r from abating his 
tyranny, seemed rather to increase it. When 
in this situation; he has often asked the persons 
who carried him whether they could judge (rf 
■the torment he was in ? and being answered, 
;Ko — he has laid hold of their &ces, and dart- 
ing his nails into their cheeks with all his 
:strength ; on the person's crying out with the 
.pain, he would then add, with the malignity 
:of a demon, '* Ther^,— that is to give you a 
•taste of what I feel." He had always a par- 
cel of trade knives within his reach, which he 
would also dart at them with ferocity on the 
■mosc trifling occasions. 

The bed of this wretch, which he kept for 
■weeks together, ■ was in one comer of the ca- 
bin, and raised to a good height from , the 
deck. To the posts. of this bed he would or- 
■dcr those to be tied that were to be flogged, so^ 
ihat their feces, almost met his, and there he 
lay, enjoying their agonizing screams, while 
their .flesh was lacerated without merey: this 
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was a irequcnt • and a favoyrite mode of pu- 
nishment. 

' The chief mate, whom we brought off the 
coast, died soon; the second mate soon after : 
their united duties devolved upon me. While 
<he latter was in his illness, he got up one 
night, made a noise, tumbled some things, a- 
bout the half-^eck, untied a hammock, and 
^ayedsoreic other delirious but innocent tricks. 
The capitain, being a little recovered at that 
tinwj came out, and knocked him down. I do 
not at this time remember the weapon, but I 
4cnow his head was sadly cut, and bleeding—^ 
in short, he was beat in a most dreadful man- 
ner ; and, tMsfore the morning, he was dead. 
This man had not been many weeks on the 
toast, and left it in remarkable good health. 
■• The cook, one day, burned some meat va. 
the roasting : he was called to the cabin on 
that account, and beaten most violently with 
the spit. He begged and cried for mercy, but 
without effect, until the strength of his perse* 
cutor was exhausted. He crawled some where 
— but never did duty afterwards. He died in a. 
day or two ! 

"■^ The poor creatures, as our numbers were 
thinned, were'obliged to work when on the, ve- 
ry verge of death. The certainty^ that they 
■•could not live a day longer, did not procure 
them a grain of mercy. The boatswain, who 
had left the coast a healthy, hearty man, had 
been Seized- with the flux : he was in, the last 

stage 
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•tigeof.it, bva so reinis^oa from wvlnfja 
allowed him. He grew at last so bad, tW ihp 
wtmcasi, blaod* '^id nirhEJlA strings j>f l>i$ ii)tes- 
tiors' f3im£ frpm hiptj withput imenmasiwj^ 
Yety *vea in this eiemticmr-r-mheh he eoul^ ^O): 
vtandrrf-be ws$ forced to the tfb^l, to Ete^f « 
J«i^ -Ktisel i Ml aiivmn ^ufy, that io glj Ji!fi?r 
lilajood would haire reqi^r^ j;.qp ^e^^ had. wf 
had pooplB cBoagh fiw the purpew. Hie Wf 
pjaiod lipon oo« of the n)e»»-tub^, »5 Bpt fee- 
ing aUeto soaui, sod that be mig^ not ijftf 
the depk. He tcmiimd af Jhis psjn^ dii^iy ;^ 
ieqgpos iw. could piope bis hwads— be di€4«ft 
the tuK nigiu! The body.yrai, as iigi)M, thrpWB 
SKrboud, vpitbout .soyajvering but the shjfff 
b grewicaija- in the wghf, siad «»sitiBBpd ts> hp 
so fcr ;a good p»ri of the neitt iay-^m th* 
monung hit corps wiis ditcsiWfad toting a- 
Uatxg fiido, and ke^ close to- ^ for ^Qmfi houf^ 
i»dC was a horrid ppectseije, and s^pffied ts givf 
ut iap idea of the body of a yifWU. calljj^ t^ 
4D. Ixpnai &r TSngtanst q» swr feirterity i 
-. As ^ jcrew fell off, att.fU33umui#tjed w^^ 
•f laibour pres&ed jupen ti>« feiy sypv^vw?:^ 
and, towards the end of the middle ^9^a^, gj| 
idsa of Isieeping the slay^s in ebgi9$ was gii^en 
<ip; for Chun; was not ana^dj eaoBgJii lBff4r 
TOQBg ail th^ whij£ naen, to pulJ a single cop^ 
with egett. The slavas (at least a gnegt rMfSr 
ter of tbero) srere thei^iare feed fro® tl»ir 
boas, and litf puUcd and bajyidd se'thiey we)^ 
^iicQtcdby d>e ine&aeM sdlwe.'. W« "Pi^ 
; fortunate 
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tstiuDit^-'m ttivliig fiv«Uf»bk wasther: » 
smart gale of wihd, sudh as \#ith an able crcW 
would not have cfeated lis i«ort trinlbls thgtl 
rteflng ouf sslls 9 little) ttttast hii*e inetttaTjl^ 
seat m to di«fti«lcift, afld addsa us to a um' 
TitM&tis list 4f people, thit have perished in 
th« Sam* cifcuiiisahees ! but «Aich list hM 
bsett kept from the public «y* by, tha mest 
iwidied tlfeuftfepectiofl. ' 

: Ift this aat* af «>6aM64s, it ifiay be teadiiy 
sappssefl, that biit little attentitm cati be p»W 
m those whdse apfroich to tbe last stage of 
thslF inisity feiiddts thett helplesS) and in 
wsat of aid ! I rettitmber that i ttaft, *ho 
was ill) had me night etavtled dut of his h*mJ 
nsaclt i hs «iis Sd WfeaK that h« ebuld not g«» 
batk, but laid Himstlf doWft 6tt the gtatiilgs. 
Thefe *as a« petson to assist hitii-^ln tha 
iftSHiiflg, wheft I came upon the rtialti deck-^ 
(I ihuddef at ths bare recollection) he #16 still 
ali*«, but COteMd *ilh bloed— the hogs had 
picked his tines ta the boiie, add his bad^ Wit 
dlhetWise iflafjgltd by thetn ih « ijiasfter tdO 
sh<SC«i6g t« iislate. 



LETTER VI. 

THdUGH the Uhabating etaelty, exewsisea 
apoft UatUk iji tii« Slate Ttade, first praift^t-i 
ta ift* fo giVt iii Hiy imit 6f ihfcnftatleft tH 
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the: COU8C, jit if may not bt thought foreigit^ 
to the subject to jnake a few' remarks on- 
the tfeatroent of -tha slaves. Mr. Falcon- • 
Ari^e's, account, ;wbich carries^truth and con- 
victioivonthe face of it, gives a most just des- 
cription of : their package, diet, and treat- 
ment; But no pen, no abilities, cafi give more 
than a very faint reijemblance of the hortid si-i 
tuation. One real view— ^ane minbte, ab8o>- 
lutely spet\t in the slave rooms on the middle 
passage, would* do more for the cau;ie of .hu- 
manity, than the , pen of a Robertson^ or , the 
whole collective eloquence of the British senate. 

That interest must- operate on the captain to 
treat the slaves- with kindness, has been advan- 
ced by those who have cogent reasons for wish- 
ing the continuance of this trade : 4iut, like 
most of 'the arguments they advance, it has 
more of «peciou»acss thanoftruth. The infer- - 
nal passions, that seem to be nourished in the 
very-vitals of this employ, bid defiance to e- 
vp^ power of c'ontroul. Humanity, justice; 
religion, have long lost their influence there. 
But even avarice, the author of the destruc-r 
tive business, when struggling with cruelty, 
loses its force, and finds its powers of dominii^ 
OB foiled by the very monster it self produced. ' 

The slaves,' with regard to attention to thelt 
health and diet, -claim, from the purpose of the 
voyage, a -consideration superior to the sea- 
men : but when the capricious' and iraxable 
passions (^ their g^ieral tyraitt were once set 

afloat, 



-,rr-rJ-, Google 



.75 
^th suffering it to escape among those numer- 
ous hidden and unrevealed enormities, the off- 
spring of barbarity and despotism, that art 
committed daily in the prosecution of this ex- 
ecrable trade. 

Before I quit this subject of the Slaves, I 
mu^ mention a circumscance that, I dare say 
■very (rften occiirs, though perhaps seldom with 
•so advantageous a succedaneum. The doctd*- 
imd his mate being both dead, the medicine 
-chest was given into my charge and disposal : 
•a knowledge of Latin, and a little medical 
reading, were all my qualifications. .What k 
situation would it have been for an ignoraft^ 
ah unfeeling, or an indolent man ! Medicines 
or poisons to be dealt out promiscuously to 
such a number of persons, all afflicted with 
-disease, during a passage through the tedious 
latitudes across the Atlantic. The only di- 
rections I had to go by, were a few remarks 
•on xhe kst stage of the flux, written in a m^ 
jttate or two, by a surgeon at St. ThonSas's, oft 
4 bit of cartridge paper. 



■; , LETTER VIL 

THE prificipleis of the ^ave Trade, and the 
. c<hiduct of the officers on the voyage, are 
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^Hifi in all th« cases I h&ve met wur^' whether 
.from actual knowjetlgei or we\\-a.ttQ6l^^i$&^r 
■rn&tion. PubUcattQiis thei^iM% of tbift kiad 
.mu^t grow ui'eBoroe, aai^ be necessarily laaw^ 
ed with an unfavourable degree ,ef s^inene^ i 
^\ip&.voMrable,' I mebfi^ widi rkg^d to the!|>a- 
-tieiK&<o£ QoJd, dispafislenafe re^de)^: foTf^ 
,t^a in atiot}ier-p©iDt-<»f view^ it ,seeHU't« gUr^ 
'-^ddition^ strength to tbe'Cavue- ^ic-not^A 
'Strodg presUnjpti'ife {woOf of the versuiity -of 
:the eircuftistancefi that have beeii ©iSeredjilBf 
a number of iEn(»f u^knot^A to each otber, 
ipom, different pwts ©f tl*e ^kjas^^ni* 4«aog 
. their fa(^s«6 bftg «8«Ader, briri£]i^g-^eu'af«aes 
ef descruction ti^mn 4i^rent piaces aod v£«>^ 
,sels, without an xa?it9lt;i«4Q,' ^vka^ ij^reff: 
to 9ei*vie, wixhout any -oth^r purpose than, xhut 
«f iiqiportiAg the cause of hunigiuty,, sJfto^ld 
iomAir m ^uch A UFfcvderAil '^gcec* tJut^, p 
Wiirm restder w<4iil4 be almost. 1^ to ioviguw, 
that the; observatiotis were aU maidfi o» OOP 
voyAge, aa4 tiie misery an^ Hiu.wi^ t^ |y?ft- 
duce of the same ves^I ^ And, ; yet^ fio a 4fi^- 
titude of proofs is opposed the simple unsup- 
ported affirmation, that the practice is not ge- 
neral, I have ajgain to declare, that though I 
made every possible tHqinry, tecA had the very 
best opportunity for those inquiries, on the 
goast, in*heWest Indies, ansl in; J51i^bw*d, T 
never heard but of pw Gusn&i "vess^j JD Vtucji 
the usage and conduct were in any degree of 
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moderation. The lists were filled with famine, 
flogging* torture, and every horrid species t)f 
wanton barbarity and oppression. 

I will not. Sir, press any farther upon your 
time. I hope you will excuse the inaccuracies 
.to be found in these letters , and if I should 
.have appeared either warm or earnest, let it 
: be remembered how hard it is to be cold in 
such a cause i that these remarlcs have not 
been compiled from the patient and laborious 
stores of collected evidence j but come warm 
from a heart that h^ felt the miseries it des- 
cribes, and from a recollection, that, still smarts 
with the barbarities it has witnessed. 



THE END. 
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